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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE          

           January 2017 will be one that many of us 

will remember for a long time to come. The worst 

weather that I and all the older folks remember was 

in the winter of 1948-49. I was 10 years old. I lived 

on a grade A dairy farm. The bad weather 

really didn’t bother me like it did my folks. We had 

seventy plus cows to milk twice a day. We had to 

clean and feed them and deliver milk around Union, 

Cove and Hot Lake. 

        So far this year I-84 has 

been closed more than I can 

ever remember is being 

closed. Schools, businesses, 

even churches have been 

canceled more than usual. 

State, Federal and city 

workers were told to shut 

equipment down and stay 

home until it stops blowing. 

Our BlueMountaineers have played on 2 times since 

our New Year’s Eve dance. We were all drifted in. 

We canceled 6 playing dates. It was unreal.  

       There has been freezing weather, snow and 

drifting, and some raining and ice, more freezing. It 

seemed to never stop since Jan. 1st. It took its toll 

on everyone including me. I shoveled continually 

just to keep the walkways and doors open and a 

path to the wood pile. We have gone through a lot 

of wood in the last month or so. I ended up with 

another hernia surgery on Sunday, Jan. 8th. Colleen 

has been feeding the fire. No lifting until March. 

Don't know if I can do that. It is sad to see how hard 

the weather is on all the animals. Colleen wants 

them all in the shed in back with warm water, straw 

and feed. I talked to a lady today that told me they 

have lost 4 cows and a new calf. We have a lot of 

deer come around and last year’s fawns don't look 

very good.  

         One another sad note, banjo player and 

BMOTF member, a good friend to all, Mt. Vernon, 

Oregon's "Hap" McLeod, passed away the first part 

of January. He will be greatly missed in the John 

Day area, as he was part of the band with Ron 

Phillips and Carl Stinnett. They play at a lot of 

places there. Our thoughts and prayers go out to his 

family. Hap was always around to lend a helping 

hand and play at the Grant County Fair in John Day. 

We will miss him. 

         Another sad note: the BMOTFA also lost a 

long time member, Fred Talbott, 90. Fred passed 

away at the Grande Ronde Hospital on January 28th 

with his family at his side. Fred and his wife, 

Saonni, came to all the local fiddle shows for many 

years. He loved the music. Fred was a Forest 

Service mule packer. He raised and broke many 

horses and was a Farrier. He loved rodeos and 

judged at the events. He was a real cowboy. We will 

miss him and extend our thoughts and prayers to 

Saonni and his family. 

           It is time to renew your 2017 membership 

and plan to attend the first show of 2017 in Joseph, 

Oregon at the Hurricane Creek Grange Hall with 

Sandi and Larry Richerson. I am looking forward to 

having a good time. Stay warm and play when you 

can. Thank you all for your support. 

"Carry On!" 

Your Friend, 

Denny Langford, Pres. BMOTFA 

 



UMATILLA COUNTY        

       Winter is still holding on here in the basin.  I 

don’t think that the ground hog is going to be able 

to get out of his hole due to the snow and the ice! In 

a few years, the old timers will remember to the 

year of ’17. Not much 

music going on due to 

sickness.  On Jan 21
st
, I 

played for a memorial 

service of a friend at 

Pendleton. On January 

23
rd

, Joan had a jam at her 

house. 

        Check the list of 

shows for Umatilla 

County’s scheduled shows. 

        How do you brush a bee’s hair? With a honey 

comb! 

      Keep the rosin on the causin” 

       Umatilla County Director 

                Bill and Lorre Meyers 

 

MALHEUR COUNTY 

          Just a few words from the East side. It is 

colder here than where we came from in 

North Eastern Montana! 

    We haven't played for a dance since New Year’s 

Eve in Vale, It Was cold but we still had 49 at the 

dance. At 8.30 every one said “Let’s go home.” so 

we packed up and went 

home.  There was too much 

snow and cold to be out for the 

dances in Ontario.  So Linda 

called and said we will wait 

for better weather. 

       It is hard to sit around 

when we are used to going 

someplace at least twice a 

week.  

 We are doing really well and hope it stays that way. 

Mary Jane and Jack called today.  They are down in 

Quartzsite so they had to rubbbbbb it in. WE are 

happy for them. We had a good talk with Denny 

this morning.  He has lots of snow and wind, but 

that is normal for Union (ha ha). 

       So now we want to tell everyone that our 

BMOTFA show in 

Nyssa, OR is September 30th with supper at 5pm 

and the show at 6pm.   

      I hope we can make it to Union for the meeting 

this year.  

   Take care and stay warm.   

       God bless you all.  

      Malheur County Director 

               Vince and Doreen Bingham 

 

WALLOWA COUNTY 

          Is it spring yet?  From the looks of things, I 

guess not!  I hope everyone is staying warm and 

upright (not slipping on the ice)!  I know several 

people have had damage to their rooves.  Larry had 

to go up and hack away a few ice dams on our own 

roof.  We had a couple of leaks on the porch, but so 

far everything is good 

inside!  I know some 

people are having 

problems, but I have to 

admit, I really do think 

all of this snow is so 

beautiful, and the 

mountains just sparkle… 

well, they do when the 

sun comes out anyway! 

       Don't forget we have reserved the Hurricane 

Creek Grange Hall, located at 63081 Hurricane 

Creek Rd, Joseph, Oregon, 97846, for the 2017 

Wallowa County fiddle shows!  The first show of 

the season will be held on March 4 (save the date)!  

Dinner, prepared by the grange ladies, will be at 

5pm, and the show will start at 6pm.  See you there! 

         There is another dance coming up soon.  It 

will be at the Odd Fellows Hall in Enterprise, on 

Saturday, February 18, from 7:00 to 9:00 pm.  

Beginners are welcome. No experience is 

necessary!  All dances are called and taught.  

Admission is $5/person, or $10/family, and children 

under 12 are free.  For more information, please call 

Laura Skovlin, 541-398-0800. 

        This year's Wallowa Fiddle Tunes Camp will 

be held at the Wallowa School, July 9-14.  



 Further information, regarding classes and 

instructors, is available on the Wallowa Valley 

Music website.  Online registration will be available 

on March 15. 

     Drive carefully, and I hope to see you at the 

March show! 

      Wallowa County Director, 

            Sandi and Larry Richerson 

 

BAKER COUNTY 

         Well, we have a new president, just hoping he 

will do a good job. I am getting a little tired of 

plowing snow, trying to find a place to put it as I am 

running out of space. We 

have just a little over eight 

feet of snow so far this 

season. The Sumpter show 

will be on the 26th and 27th 

of May this year.  Jamming 

starts on Friday night and 

there will be two shows on 

Saturday starting at 1pm 

and 6pm. I hope you can make the shows. We will 

see all or at least one of you this year. 

      Baker County Director 

         The Reverend Bobby Hunt, "or so I am told" 

 

MORROW COUNTY 

        Between fighting snow and January cold, I 

completely forgot to write this.  Don’t have 

anything to say anyway. 

         Since the 

beginning of the snow, 

we haven’t had bare 

ground until a few days 

ago. I don’t know 

exactly how much snow 

we had, but it was at 

least two feet. Then we 

had four feet of wind, I 

guess you could way.  We have drifts that are four 

to eight feet high.  They are settling some now.   

          At least the county kept the road plowed so 

we could go places.  We didn’t want to go anyplace 

where the road might be plugged before we        

could get home.  Anyway, it has been fun.   All I 

have done is pack wood and sit by the fire.   

          I haven’t played any music at all this winter.  

I am just too lazy, I guess.  

          I made a trip to the Tri-Cities about a week 

ago and have to go again tomorrow.  They need to 

do some more poke and gouge, then drain my 

wallet.  Oh well, that’s life.  

          I didn’t hear that Hap McLeaod took his 

banjo on his final trip.  We’ll miss him 

Gotta get ready for tomorrow, so adios for now.   

    Morrow County Director 

          Bob and Judy Stevens 

The romance of cowboying soon disappears when 

it’s 10 below with a 20 mph wind! 

 

               Please Pray For: 

 
      Denny Evans                       Mary Evans 

      Vic Fusselman                    Betty Breeding 

      Edith Fusselman                 Marcia Adams 

      Bobby Stevens                    Jane Weston 

      Dexter Hodge                     Lenora Thomason 

      Ruth Hodge                Punk McDaniel 

 

 

 

 

 

GRANT COUNTY  

UNION COUNTY  No news received  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



All are welcome to join Blue Mountain Old Time 

Fiddle Association for the preservation of traditional 

music.  Please send your membership dues of $10.00 

(for the whole household) to B.M.O.T.F.A.  966 East 

Bryan, Union, OR 97883. Make the check out to 

B.M.O.T.F.A. 

Name  

_________________________________________ 
 

 

Name 
__________________________________________ 

 

 

Address 
__________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip 
__________________________________________ 

 

Date ____________ 
 

Phone ____________________________________ 

 

Email: _____________________________________ 
-mail address. 

 

 

BMOTFA Shows for 2017 

 

March 

4, Wallowa County, Joseph Show at 6pm, Hurricane 

Creek Grange Hall, 63081 Hurricane Creek Rd, Joseph. 
Dinner by Grange ladies, at 5pm. 

18, Heppner show at 6:30pm at the Fairgrounds.  No 

supper, but pie and drinks available. 

April  
1 SnoRoad Winery show at 6pm. No supper, food 

available at location, 111 W Main, Echo 

7 and 8, Annual Meeting and show 
29, Irrigon Show at 6pm, Stokes Landing Senior Center, 

195 NW Opal, Irrigon. Supper at 5:00pm. 

May 

13 Stanfield show at 6pm. Supper at 5pm. Stanfield 
Senior center. 225 W Roosevelt, Stanfield 

20, La Grande Show at 6pm at the La Grande Senior 

Center.  Supper at 5pm.   

26 and 27, Sumpter jams and shows. Potluck and jam on 
Friday. Shows at 1pm and 6pm Saturday. 

June 

3 Arlington Fishing Derby, Show at 11:30-1:30, 
Arlington Park, Food available 

10, Wallowa County, Joseph Show at 6pm, Hurricane 

Creek Grange Hall, 63081 Hurricane Creek Rd, Joseph. 
Dinner by Grange ladies, at 5pm. 

17, Elgin Fire Department Breakfast Show. 8:00-

11:00am. Free breakfast for musicians, Elgin Firehouse. 

17 Walla Walla show at 6pm, Eagles Club, Address 
needed, Food available. 

July 

10-16 Emigrant Springs Campout: Check out side box 
below. 

August 

9-12 Grant County Shows, more details coming 
19 Elgin Firehouse Show at 6pm, Supper at 5pm 

September 

15, TBA Maybe Cove Sportsman Club 

16 TBA Maybe Rockwall Grange in Elgin 
30 Nyssa Show at Nyssa Senior Center, Show at 6pm 

and Supper at 5pm.  

 
 

Emigrant Springs Campout is July 10th through July 
16th, 2017: July 10th, Monday, Arrival day, Angels on 

Horseback in the evening.  July 11th, Tuesday, Taco 

Tuesday, Meacham Café, BMOTFA pays bill.  Possibly 
cake at the pavilion. July 12th, Wednesday, Hot Dog 

Roast in the evening BOTFA furnishes hotdogs and 

angels on horseback. 

July 13th, Thursday, 1st show in Community building 6 
pm. July 14th, Friday, George Neer's Homemade ice 

cream at 2:00pm. 2nd show in the Community building 

6pm. July 15th, Saturday, Pot Luck at 12:00 noon at 
pavilion, BMOTFA furnishes the meat, drink, bread, and 

paper works. 3
rd

 show at 6pm. July 16, Sunday, Pot luck 

breakfast at Community building. 8:00 a.m.  Everyone 

cleans up and departs when you get ready to leave. 
Jamming every day, all day. Visiting and laughing. Don't 

miss this one! Plan now to attend all week or just what 

you can. Call Denny: 541-562-5055 if you plan on 

coming 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tel:541-562-5055
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 

President: Dennis Langford: 966 E. Bryan, Union, OR 97883 541-562-5055 

Vice-President: Margie Vaughn: 1804 Y Ave., La Grande, OR 97850 541-962-7122 

Secretary/Treasurer: Colleen Langford: 966 E. Bryan, Union OR 97883 541-562-5055 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Baker County: Bob Hunt, PO Box 104, Sumpter, OR 97877 541-403-1949 

Grant County: Carl Stinnett, 302 NW 4
th
, John Day, OR, 97845.541-215-0873 

Malheur County: Vincent Bingham, 311 Reece Ave., Nyssa, OR  97913. 541-372-2835 

Morrow County: Bob Stevens: 54138 Hardman Ridge Rd., Heppner, OR 97836 541-676-5383 

Umatilla County: Bill Meyers, 78914 Quick Road, Hermiston, OR 97838 541-567-6237 

Union County:  Vickie Hagey, 1702 Conklin Rd, Cove, OR 97824 541-910-4458 

Wallowa County: Sandi Richerson, 204 Russell Ln, Joseph, OR 97846, 541-432-0396 

APPOINTED OFFICERS 

Editor: Joan Gray, 78671 Rudder Lane, Hermiston, OR 97838 541-720-6225 jgfiddler@gmail.com 

Store Coordinator:  Judy Stevens, 54138 Hardman Ridge Rd, Heppner OR 97836 541-676-5383 

Historian: Ruth Hodge, 10904 South “E” St. Island City, OR 97850 541-963-6220 

SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS 

Campout Ice Cream Man: George Neer 1601 X Ave, La Grande OR 97850 

Tom and Carolyn Vickroy, Fried Potato Chairmen, 628 Blalock Dr. Walla Walla, WA, 509-525-4053 

Public Relations: Jack Raymond, 421 Hill Lane, Caldwell, ID 83605 208-459-3347 

Media Chairperson: Kevin Hedgepeth, 29759 Bridge Rd, Hermiston, OR 97838 541-297-0050 


