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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

       Thanksgiving is over and, yes, we filled up on 

turkey, sweet potatoes, salads, potatoes and gravy, 

rolls, pumpkin pie, and anything else that was 

edible. Oh, how I love the leftovers the next few 

days! I always enjoyed Thanksgiving as a young 

boy. It meant we didn't have to work as hard that 

day. Getting up at 4:00 a.m. and milking cows, 

feeding them and cleaning up. I always made sure 

that the animals got extra food on the holidays. Dad 

and my grandfather milked around 65 cows. 

        When I lived with my 

aunt and uncle we were up 

at 6:00a.m.and milked 

around 15 cows night and 

morning. A radio program 

came on every morning 

at 6:00 a.m. Lulabelle and 

Scotty was the program 

and their theme song was 

"The Devil's Dream". I 

didn't know the name of the song until years later. 

My uncle said the cows gave more milk when a 

hoedown was playing. He proved to be right. 

        Back to Thanksgiving. Company started 

coming at 10:00 a.m. and dinner was 

at 1:00p.m. We always had 16-20 people present. 

My uncle had 4 sisters with their husbands and my 

folks came, too. What a great time I had. I listened 

to the stories and probably heard more than I should 

have. When it came time for Tom and Jerry's I got 

the batter and hot water. I thought I was a "big 

shot". 

       Thanksgiving means togetherness as a family. 

People travel hundreds of miles to be with family. 

As for me, I have been blessed that our relatives 

always come to us. Home is where we started and 

built our lives with love and compassion for all. I 

am thankful for my wife and family and all that we 

have. I am thankful for the opportunities that I have 

been given. 

       I am thankful for the support that all of the 

BMOTFA has given me and the association. I hope 

you all have taken some time to think about your 

blessings and that your Thanksgiving day was a 

happy event. 

       Colleen and I wish all of you a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

           We did make the fiddles and music ring in 

2016. Now we look forward to a great year in 2017. 

     Your Friend, 

         Denny Langford, President 

 

MORROW COUNTY 

         Nothing to write about, nothing happening.  

The cows are all home, except a few hide-outs.   

We have been getting some rain, which we really 

need.  It has turned 

colder with a few 

freezing nights, and lots 

of wind.  Only one day 

of fog up here.  I was in 

the mountains this 

afternoon and there was 

a skiff of snow in places.  

Leave it there! 

        I haven’t been doing any music.  Bill and I 

have both been having some problems.  Oh well, 

it’s going to get better. 



        I have been taking my dog for a walk a couple 

times a day.  I cheat.  I got a Polaris Ranger, she 

runs and I ride.  Good thinking, huh? 

        Judy is getting ready for Thanksgiving.  The 

family will all be here.  That makes for a good day. 

I hope everyone has lots of food and family for the 

big day.  Sure glad it only comes once a year.   

        No more to write and the sandman is after me 

so – 

                 Good wishes for the Holidays 

                        Morrow County Director 

                                  Bob and Judy Stevens 

“History is the version of past events that people 

have decided to agree upon.”  Napoleon Bonaparte 

 

GRANT COUNTY 

Greetings from Grant County: 

        It’s been a quiet month with our normal jams 

twice a week. 

Ron Phillips invested in a new sound system, a 

Kustom Powerwerks PW 

100.  It’s like the one 

Kent, Les and 

Denny have.  We love the 

sound of it. 

         Here are a couple of 

jokes to help fill up my 

page; I hope you haven't 

heard them before. 

DEAR SANTA 

I've been good all year, Well, most of the year. 

Ok, once in a while. 

Oh, never mind, I'll buy my own stuff! 

            Two cats are in a tavern, sitting at the bar, a 

drink with a goldfish in them, in front of each. 

One says to the other. 

They bring a tree in the house, put shiny and 

dangling things on it, and then they freak out if I go 

near it..... 

This is why I drink! 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERY ONE 

      Grant County Director 

               Carl Stinnett 

 

WALLOWA COUNTY 

Happy Holidays, fiddlers!   

         Larry and I spent Thanksgiving Day with 

family in Walla Walla.  It was a gathering of about 

40 people, many of whom I haven't seen in quite a 

while.  When I was a kid, living in Walla Walla, we 

always had Thanksgiving dinner at my Granny's 

house on Pomona Street.  Dinner was always 

followed by music!  Mom played the piano, Dad 

played the guitar, and my uncle was on the bass.  

Everyone else just watched or sang along.  I don't 

recall if I tried to play my saxophone with them or 

not!  It is fun to remember those times.  We 

certainly wouldn't have fit around her big dining 

table now!  

          The Old-Time Community Dance (Squares, 

Circles, Reels, Contras, 

Waltzes) will be held 

on Saturday, December 

17
th

, from 7 to 10 pm, at 

the Hurricane Creek 

Grange near Joseph.  

There will be a live 

band of local musicians 

and a caller to walk you 

through all the moves.  All dances are called and 

taught.  No experience needed, and beginners are 

welcome!  Or, if you're not into dancing, come play 

along with the band!  Chord sheets are provided.  

It's a family friendly environment and there will be 

some special dances just for the kids!  Snacks, 

coffee, and hot tea are provided (please bring a 

snack to share if you can)!  Admission is $5 per 

person, or $10 per family.  For more information, 

please call Laura Skovlin at 541-398-0800. 

         Homemade Jam Band played at Alpine House 

Assisted Living in Joseph last week.  We have 

fewer gigs in the winter, and more time to share our 

music with the senior centers.  It's so heart-warming 

to see the smiles on their faces and know that they 

recognize and love the old songs we're playing! 

          Do you play the fiddle, and do you live near 

Joseph?  Are you wishing you had something to do 

on Tuesday evenings?  Homemade Jam Band is 

looking for a fiddle player!  We play traditional 



bluegrass, old time, and folk music (and a few other 

things).  Weekly (fun) practices are held in Joseph, 

currently on Tuesday evenings.  The ability to play 

by ear is very helpful.  For more information, please 

call Sandi Richerson at 541-263-1637.  

          I hope everyone has a wonderful Christmas, 

and a very healthy, happy, and melodious New 

Year! 

        Wallowa County Director, 

                Sandi and Larry Richerson 

 

UMATILLA COUNTY 

        Thanksgiving has come and gone. My stomach 

is stretched to its limit from overeating.  Now we 

have Christmas staring us in the face! Don’t forget 

that on New Year’s Day, we eat once again.  

Remember on Hee Haw when Grandpa Jones would 

stick his head out the window, they would ask 

what’s for dinner.  He would rattle off a menu and 

always end it with apple 

pie.  Being able to set a 

table like Grandpa Jones 

and share it with friends 

and family.  I feel like we 

are very blessed and have 

much to be thankful for.   

         Lorre had cataract 

surgery in October, and 

now has a better outlook 

on life.  She tells me I need to have it done because 

I don’t hear very good and don’t look so good no 

more.  I guess I should look into it while I can still 

see!  

          We have experienced a tragic event. A couple 

of weeks ago, Lorre’s cousin in the Tri-Cities was 

abducted from her house for ransom, was executed 

and left out in the desert.  This has been difficult for 

Lorre as she and her cousin grew up together.   

            We hope you all have a Glorious Holiday 

Season and may the spirit of Christmas be with you 

all.   

Keep the Rosin on the Causin 

        Umatilla County Director 

                          Bill and Lorre Meyers 

 

 Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year  

Malheur, Baker and Union County Directors 
 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Emigrant Springs Campout is July 10th through 

July 16th, 2017: July 10th, Monday, Arrival day, 

Angels on Horseback in the evening.  July 11th, 

Tuesday, Taco Tuesday, Meacham Café, BMOTFA 

pays bill.  Possibly cake at the pavilion. July 12th, 

Wednesday, Hot Dog Roast in the evening BOTFA 

furnishes hotdogs and angels on horseback. 

July 13th, Thursday, 1st performance in Community 

building 6 pm. July 14th, Friday, George Neer's 

Homemade ice cream at 2:00pm. 2nd performance 

in the Community building 6pm. July 15th, 

Saturday, Pot Luck at 12:00 noon at pavilion, 

BMOTFA furnishes the meat, drink, bread, and 

paper works. July 16, Sunday, Pot luck breakfast at 

Community building. 8:00 a.m.  Everyone cleans up 

and departs when you get ready to leave. Jamming 

every day, all day. Visiting and laughing. Don't 

miss this one! Plan now to attend all week or just 

what you can. Call Denny: 541-562-5055 if you 

plan on coming 

 

 

tel:541-263-1637
tel:541-562-5055


All are welcome to join Blue Mountain Old Time 

Fiddle Association for the preservation of traditional 

music.  Please send your membership dues of $10.00 

(for the whole household) to B.M.O.T.F.A.  966 East 

Bryan, Union, OR 97883. Make the check out to 

B.M.O.T.F.A. 

 
Name  

_________________________________________ 

 
 

Name 

__________________________________________ 
 

 

Address 

__________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip 

__________________________________________ 
 

Date ____________ 

 

Phone ____________________________________ 
 

Email: _____________________________________ 

-mail address. 
 

 

 

 

Last show of the season, at Rockwall Grange, Elgin 

 

 

While dreaming, Beethoven sees the future, and 

loses hope. 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Please Pray For: 

 
      Denny Evans                       Mary Evans 

      Vic Fusselman                    Betty Breeding 

      Edith Fusselman                 Marcia Adams 

      Bobby Stevens                    Jane Weston 

      Dexter Hodge                     Lenora Thomason 

      Ruth Hodge          Catherine Patterson 

      Punk McDaniel                 Vickie Hagey 

      Mac Cadwell                      Sherry Cadwell 

      Jack Hagey                         Hap McCleod 

 

 

 

 

Larry Cannon, Margie Vaughn, Tom Vickroy, 

Mark Ludwick. 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 

President: Dennis Langford: 966 E. Bryan, Union, OR 97883 541-562-5055 

Vice-President: Margie Vaughn: 1804 Y Ave., La Grande, OR 97850 541-962-7122 

Secretary/Treasurer: Colleen Langford: 966 E. Bryan, Union OR 97883 541-562-5055 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Baker County: Bob Hunt, PO Box 104, Sumpter, OR 97877 541-403-1949 

Grant County: Carl Stinnett, 302 NW 4
th
, John Day, OR, 97845.541-215-0873 

Malheur County: Vincent Bingham, 311 Reece Ave., Nyssa, OR  97913. 541-372-2835 

Morrow County: Bob Stevens: 54138 Hardman Ridge Rd., Heppner, OR 97836 541-676-5383 

Umatilla County: Bill Meyers, 78914 Quick Road, Hermiston, OR 97838 541-567-6237 

Union County:  Vickie Hagey, 1702 Conklin Rd, Cove, OR 97824 541-910-4458 

Wallowa County: Sandi Richerson, 204 Russell Ln, Joseph, OR 97846, 541-432-0396 

APPOINTED OFFICERS 

Editor: Joan Gray, 78671 Rudder Lane, Hermiston, OR 97838 541-720-6225 jgfiddler@gmail.com 

Store Coordinator:  Judy Stevens, 54138 Hardman Ridge Rd, Heppner OR 97836 541-676-5383 

Historian: Ruth Hodge, 10904 South “E” St. Island City, OR 97850 541-963-6220 

SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS 

Campout Ice Cream Man: George Neer 1601 X Ave, La Grande OR 97850 

Tom and Carolyn Vickroy, Fried Potato Chairmen, 628 Blalock Dr. Walla Walla, WA, 509-525-4053 

Public Relations: Jack Raymond, 421 Hill Lane, Caldwell, ID 83605 208-459-3347 

Media Chairperson: Kevin Hedgepeth, 29759 Bridge Rd, Hermiston, OR 97838 541-297-0050 


