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Connecting fiddlers - young and young at heart 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

            Our oldest member and 2001 Hall of Fame 

Member Bethel Croghan passed away August 10th 

at her home in Palmer Junction, Elgin, Oregon at 

the age of 96. She will be greatly missed. Our 

thoughts and prayers go out to her family. A 

beautiful service was held August 20th in Elgin at 

the Elgin Christian Church. Over 20 BMOTFA 

members attended. 

       On a happy and rewarding side the BMOTFA 

members played four days at the Grant County Fair 

in John Day, Oregon on August 10, 11, 12, and 

13th. Good to see our old friends. A big thanks to 

Carl Stinnett and Ron Phillips for securing and 

buying the stage, and making sure we had shade, ice 

and water that made our days of playing 

comfortable. They did a great job setting up the fair 

playing times. We had lots of music.  

           I appreciate Carolyn Stout asking me to 

emcee the talent show again on Wednesday 

evening. The Senior division was won by BMOTFA 

member Joan Metlock of Valley View Assisted 

Living in John Day. She is unable to go to the State 

Fair so 2nd place winner Cricket Johnson, 

BMOTFA member also of John Day will go. Her 

second place song, "Don't Fence Me In" with her 

dad, mother and brother backing her up was very 

nicely done.  

         Read more on the fair in the Grant County 

News by Carl Stinnett. 

         Colleen and I stayed with our friends Ken and 

Merry Henry. They drove to Nyssa with us to the 

Nyssa show on Saturday night. 

        Vince and Doreen always have a nice show at 

the Senior Center. We were welcomed with open 

arms. They had lots to eat and drink and the seniors 

support us very well. Read about the fun and great 

time in Nyssa from Vince in the Malheur County 

news.  

        The Elgin show came on August 20th at the 

fire hall in Elgin Oregon. Union County director 

Vickie Hagey had 27 entertainers that came to play 

and sing. The Fire department had a BBQ'ed 

chicken dinner with all the trimmings. Very nice. 

All the help before and after the shows is always 

very much appreciated. A big thanks to Bill Meyers, 

Tom Vickroy, Vickie Hagey, and Lorre Meyers for 

their help at the Elgin show. It is sure nice to have 

good help at the end of the 

show. 

          An error was made in 

the news from the Emigrant 

Springs campout. Julia 

Milleson and Peg Willis 

were left off of the players 

list in the Rosin Dust. Sorry 

ladies, I did not leave you 

out on purpose.  

        The BlueMountaineers played for the 

Community Bank appreciation BBQ August 24th in 

La Grande at the bank. We played outside for over 

600 people for 3 hours. A great time was had. We 

received a lot of good compliments. 

       We have five shows left this year. Sumpter will 

be over when you read this. It was September 3rd. 

We had two shows that day. September 10th we are 

at Settler’s Park in Baker City. We have a new 

show in Cove this year. It is at the Cove 

Sportsman's club on September 16th and our last 

show is September 17th at the Rockwall Grange in 



Elgin. Don't forget that the quilt will be drawn for at 

Elgin Rockwall Grange. Hope you have bought 

your tickets. 

           Hope you can make these last shows to close 

out our year with good music. 

         "Let the music and fiddles ring in 2016" 

President Denny Langford 

 

MALHEUR COUNTY 

      Hello from the East side again.   We want to 

thank everybody that had anything to do with the 

show here in Nyssa, 

        What a great bunch of people were here that 

dedicate their time and effort to put on a great 

show.  The supper was 

great and so was the 

show.  

         Doreen and I are 

so blessed to be part of 

the musical 

family.  They are 

wonderful people.  Our 

show started with Jack 

Raymond and Pat 

Brewer leading the Pledge of Allegiance. Then 

came our musicians: Vince and Doreen Bingham, 

Jerry and Joan Myers,   Les and Evelyn Haynes, 

Tom and Carolyn Vickroy, Don Hammond, Alvin 

Shaw, Garrett Schoorl , Wes and Susie Hancock, 

Earl Adams, Bob Hunt, Denny Langford, Khloe 

Galligar , Betty Adams,  Kent and Carolyn Craig, 

Bill Cates, Sharon Stippich, Helen Pearson, John 

Moon, Urta Hammons, and Joe Whitten.  The show 

was ended with Carolyn and 

Sharon leading “Amazing Grace”.  Thanks again to 

everybody from the senior center. 

To the musicians and their spouses. May God bless 

you all!  

             Malheur County Director 

                            Vince and Doreen Bingham 

 

 

Q:  Why don’t banjo players play hide and seek? 

A:  Because no one would look for them!  

 

MORROW COUNTY 

Here we go.  I don’t know what to write. 

        It has been quiet on the music front lately.   I 

really haven’t felt like playing. Ron Phillips, Carl 

Stinnett, Tim Collins, Bill West, Bill Meyers, Jay 

Tracy and I played a couple hours at the Old 

Timer’s Day at the Morrow County Fair.  It all 

came off good except for a small time mix-up.  

Thanks, fellers, for the 

help. 

        It has been too hot 

to do much outside 

lately.  About the first of 

the month, Bill West and 

I went up to the hospital 

nursing home and played 

a little while for a 

birthday party for Ida Farra’s ninety-ninth birthday.  

That just about says it all. 

        Still looking after some cows, being sure they 

have water, and salt and that they are still home. 

Went and got the neighbor the other morning.  He 

was taking a load of water and his truck broke 

down.   The rest of the time we do doctor’s 

appointments and stay where it is cooler.   

Enough rambling for now. Just play another tune. 

             Morrow County Director 

                           Bob and Judy Stevens 

          Just smile.  It’s easier than frowning and 

makes you look more interesting to other people.  

They’ll want to know what you are thinking about.  

If someone isn’t smiling, ask why.  Maybe you can 

help. 

 

WALLOWA COUNTY 

             Happy fall, everyone (it's my favorite time 

of year)!  The summer is winding down here in 

Wallowa County, but I'm happy to say the music 

events are not! 

           The Wallowa County Old Time Community 

Dances (squares, circles, reels, contras, and waltzes) 

will be starting back up on September 17
th
 at the 

blue barn,  located at 63327 Tenderfoot Valley 

Road,  just outside of Joseph, OR.  There will be a 

live string band and caller.   



All dances will be taught and called!  No experience 

or special clothing is required.  You don't even need 

to bring a partner (although you certainly can)!  

Beginners are welcome too!  For more information, 

please call Laura Skovlin at 541-398-0800.
 

          Homemade Jam Band will be playing at the 

Night of the Quick Draw, on September 17
th

!  The 

Wallowa Valley Festival of Arts hosts this fun event 

in conjunction with the annual Festival of Arts.  It's 

kind of a crazy and fun event!  The artists have one 

and a half hours to complete a piece of artwork, to 

be auctioned off, 

from a completely 

blank canvas (or 

other work 

surface)!  Come 

join us at 7:00 PM, 

on Saturday, the 

17
th
, for art, hors 

d'oeuvres, and no-

host wine!  The 

Quick Draw is held at the Joseph Community 

Center (the same location as the Wallowa Valley 

Festival of the Arts), at 400 North Main Street in 

Joseph, OR.  Admission is $5 per person.  For more 

information, contact: Leslie Leviner at 541-263-

1325. 

           Oregon's Alpenfest runs from Thursday, 

September 22 through Sunday, the 25th.  The 

Alpenfest is a fun-filled, four day celebration of 

Swiss and Bavarian culture, cuisine and liquid 

refreshment in Wallowa County, Oregon's Little 

Switzerland!    Visit Enterprise, Joseph, and 

Wallowa Lake to enjoy polka music, folk dancing, 

alpenhorn blowing, and Swiss yodeling, along with 

Joseph Trading Post's official Alpenfest Bratwurst, 

Terminal Gravity Alpenfest Ale, and Alpenfest 

Sauerkraut!  For more information, contact Chuck 

Anderson at 541-398-1096, or send him an email at 

alpenmeister@swissmail.com .   You can also see a 

complete schedule at 

http://oregonalpenfest.blogspot.com/p/schedule.html . 

            Wallowa County Director 

                        Sandi & Larry Richerson 

            Thanks for all the folks that came to play at 

the Sun Ridge Retirement Community. It was Sherry 

Cadwell, Diana Davrainville, Cindy Frick, Anna 

Cavinato, Anna Leslie, and Melody Huitt.   

                                                       Denny Evans 

 

UMATILLA COUNTY 

        Fall is in the air, the grandkids are back to 

school.  The 4-H pigs were sold at the fair, except 

one so Grandad is still doing chores.  It will be 

butchered about the time the frost is on the 

pumpkin.  This all takes 

me back to my roots.  I 

just happened to be 

listening to a song by the 

Judd’s, “Grandpa, tell me 

about the good old days.”  

This reminds me as a kid 

the neighbors would get 

together a butcher hogs.  

Out of high school, I 

worked on a large ranch that butchered forty there 

hogs and cured them in a large smoke house.  They 

had a large harvest crew and boy did we eat good.  

Enough of the good old days.   

          A large church organization asked me to 

bring my team and wagon for rides for a youth 

group at the Z-M Ranch up the Umatilla River.  I 

told the man that I could play my fiddle at the 

campfire while they roasted hot dogs.  He said, “We 

just do Jesus music.”  I said, “I can do Jesus music.”  

The next day, he asked me to play my fiddle. I 

guess he didn’t think that a person in bib overalls 

could play Jesus music.   

         Jay Tracy went to Heppner with me to help 

Bobby Stevens and group play at the fair.   

Keep the Rosin on the Causin 

          Umatilla County director 

                         Bill and Lorre Meyers.   

 

Q:  How can you tell if a fiddle is out of tune? 

A:  The bow is moving!    

mailto:alpenmeister@swissmail.com
http://oregonalpenfest.blogspot.com/p/schedule.html


           Thanks to the Blue Mountain Old Time 

Fiddlers Association scholarship I was able to 

attend the Wallowa Fiddle Camp this year. I had a 

great time and learned a lot of fiddle basics and 

several tunes.  I attended the Basic Fiddle class all 

week. The instructor was wonderful. My fellow 

students in the class were a pleasure to be with. I 

have already signed up for camp in 2017.  Thanks 

again for the scholarship.  I really appreciate 

it.       Cindy Frick 

 

 

UNION COUNTY 

Fans and Players, 

      We all met at the Elgin Firehouse August 20 for 

our show.  Elgin Fire Department put on a great 

feed of BBQ chicken and the works. 

       I can say that is was quite a pleasure to reunite 

with the players and had a grand time. 

Denny Langford paid 

tribute with this show 

in memory of Bethel 

Croghan.  She always 

played the piano.  We 

will miss her.  

       We ended up 

having 26 players and 

Sharon Porter playing 

back up, at the show 

which started at 6:00pm. The following are those 

who performed: Vickie Hagey, Joan Gray, Mark 

Ludwick, Sherry Cadwell, Melody Huitt, Catheryn 

Paterson, Denny Langford, Diana Davrainville, Jo 

Shay, Shawn Wray, Paula Davenport, Bill Meyers, 

Margie Vaughn, Tammy Croghan, Margo Mack, 

Tom Vickroy, Veronica Manis, Julia Milleson, 

Larry Cannon, Bob Wiles, Anna Leslie, Cindy 

Frick, Tim Bullard, Shirley Keagle, Jody Domschot 

and Alyn Domschot.  The show ended at 9:10pm. 

       I believe the show was a success and we all had 

a great time.  I know this time of the year gets very 

busy with all the things going on and I so appreciate 

all those who attend. 

 

I would like to bring up our last two shows. First, 

there is the show on September 16th at the Cove 

Sportsman Club. Dinner is at 5:00pm and costs 

$5.00 for BBQ hotdogs, potato salad and chips. 

Desert will cost $1.25. The show is at 6:00pm. 

Second, there is a shown on September 17th at the 

Rockwall Grange. Dinner will be served at 5:00pm 

and the show is at 6:00pm. 

         Please take a look at the beautiful quilt; raffle 

tickets are for sale.  It costs $1.00 per ticket or 6 for 

$5.00.  This quilt will be raffled at the last show 

which is going to be September 17th at the 

Rockwall Grange in Elgin. 

Until I see you again. 

           Union County Director 

                            Vickie Hagey  

 

GRANT COUNTY 

          We had quite a busy month.  Our fair was on 

the 10th thru the 14th with a theme of “Kids at the 

Fair Everywhere”, boy, was that ever true. 

       This year we were able to get our own stage, 

and set it up in a shady spot near the main 

pavilion.  I think that 

was a lot better spot for 

our program with plenty 

of places for our listeners 

to sit and rest or eat their 

lunch, or just visit with 

friends they haven't seen 

all year long. 

        We had a great 

turnout of players from 

all over the place like: Burns, Madras, Sumpter, 

Union, and Boise, Idaho, and of course all over 

Grant County.  The players were: Ron Phillips,  

Arvilla Harris, Jack Retherford, Barb Pallak, 

Annabell Krawl, Vic Fussleman, Cricket Johnson, 

Skeeter Johnson, Jimmy Johnson, Ronda Metler, 

Joan Dubuis, Vivian Tucker, Tommy Tucker, Judy 

Robinett, Ruel Teague, Hap Mcleod, John Fiedor, 

Randy Cook, Denny Langford, Joan Metlock, Paula 

Sanders, Bill West, Bob Hunt, Joe McCutcheon, 

Julia Milleson, Carl Stinnett, Guy Johnson, and 

Angie Johnson. 



           Ron Phillips and I went to Heppner for their 

county fair, and played a couple of hours with 

Bobby Stevens and his group.  We had a great time 

there.  They have some good players, and it is 

always fun to meet and play with someone you 

haven't played with before. 

           The rest of the month is our regular weekly 

meetings at the Valley View Assisted Care, and the 

Outpost restaurant.  You are always welcome. 

Hope to see you at Sumpter this year, 

           Grant County Director 

                              Carl Stinnet 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 

Denny Evans                       Mary Evans 

Vic Fusselman                    Betty Breeding 

Edith Fusselman                 Marcia Adams 

Bobby Stevens                    Jane Weston 

Dexter Hodge                     Lenora Thomason 

Ruth Hodge                        Cathryn Paterson 

Jan Kelley    

 

Baker County Director 

Bob Hunt 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Old Fox Church, repainted.  Picture sent by 

Ron Phillips.                                             

All are welcome to join Blue Mountain Old Time 

Fiddle Association for the preservation of traditional 

music.  Please send your membership dues of $10.00 

(for the whole household) to B.M.O.T.F.A.  966 East 

Bryan, Union, OR 97883. Make the check out to 

B.M.O.T.F.A. 

 
Name  

_________________________________________ 

 
 

Name 

__________________________________________ 

 
 

Address 

__________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip 

__________________________________________ 
 

Date ____________ 

 

Phone ____________________________________ 
 

Email: _____________________________________ 

-mail address. 

 

 

 

 

BMOTFA SHOWS 2016 

September: 

2
nd

 & 3
rd

 Labor Day weekend jam and shows in 

Sumpter. Potluck and jam Friday evening. Two 

shows on Saturday, at 1 pm and 6pm. All will be at 

the schoolhouse. 

10th Baker Show, 4:00 pm, Settler’s Park on 17
th
 

St. Meal at the same time.   

16
th

 Cove Show, Cove Sportsman’s Club. Dry 

camping for RVs at the Cove Sportsmanship Club 

Refreshments at the show only, there are places in 

town for a meal. Cove has two places to eat in town, 

Cove Drive Inn and the Cove Steakhouse and 

Tavern 

17
th

 Rockwall Grange, 71562 Middle Rd, Elgin, 

Supper at 5:00 pm and show at 6:00 pm 

 

 

Keep scrolling down for the song.
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President: Dennis Langford: 966 E. Bryan, Union, OR 97883 541-562-5055 

Vice-President: Margie Vaughn: 1804 Y Ave., La Grande, OR 97850 541-962-7122 

Secretary/Treasurer: Colleen Langford: 966 E. Bryan, Union OR 97883 541-562-5055 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Baker County: Bob Hunt, PO Box 104, Sumpter, OR 97877 541-403-1949 

Grant County: Carl Stinnett, 302 NW 4
th
, John Day, OR, 97845.541-215-0873 

Malheur County: Vincent Bingham, 311 Reece Ave., Nyssa, OR  97913. 541-372-2835 

Morrow County: Bob Stevens: 54138 Hardman Ridge Rd., Heppner, OR 97836 541-676-5383 

Umatilla County: Bill Meyers, 78914 Quick Road, Hermiston, OR 97838 541-567-6237 

Union County:  Vickie Hagey, 1702 Conklin Rd, Cove, OR 97824 541-910-4458 

Wallowa County: Sandi Richerson, 204 Russell Ln, Joseph, OR 97846, 541-432-0396 

APPOINTED OFFICERS 
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