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Connecting fiddlers - young and young at heart 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

        Where do you start on a very fun and 

successful week with fiddling, friendship, fiddling, 

eating, visiting and meeting new and old friends and 

more fiddling?  I guess I will start with day one, 

July 10, Sunday: Colleen and I left in a rain storm 

and it lasted clear to Emigrant Springs. I pulled the 

RV trailer and Colleen pulled the BMOTFA 

trailer.  We were the first to arrive at Emigrant 

Springs. We parked the RV, unhooked and then 

took the BMOTFA trailer up to the community 

building and parked it on the back side; we then 

went back to the RV. Les and Evelene Haynes were 

there and getting set up. Then the Raymond’s came 

and the rain stopped long enough to get them set up. 

Monday, July 11th: The weather was a little better 

and more trailers came in. We celebrated Alvin 

Shaw's 90th birthday and had cake that Mary 

brought. Alvin received a hat from the BMOTFA. 

We did "S’mores". Fun time! Tuesday, July 12th: 

Spent the time putting up signs and doing odds and 

ends for the week. Then we went to the Meacham 

Cafe and enjoyed tacos. There were twelve of us. 

We will be doing this next year if they still have 

"Taco Tuesday". Wednesday, July 13th: The music 

started three different times during the day, stopping 

only to eat and take a short breath or nap. We met 

head ranger Tom Peterson, who only had three 

more weeks before he returned to his regular job. 

All of the people there at Emigrant are great people. 

They are so helpful and make sure we have 

everything we need. We built a fire again and 

roasted marshmallows, etc. The staff is always 

invited to all of our functions. Thursday, July 14: 

Jamming was going on all day. More people came 

in. We all got ready and went to the community 

building for our first show at 6:00pm. More people 

came who were staying in Pendleton at night and 

coming in every day. Vickie Hagey welcomed 

everyone and Jack Raymond, assisted by a veteran, 

led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. We had a good 

crowd. Jo Shay sang the hymn. Eighteen performers 

played or sang. Friday, July 15: More campers 

came. Jamming took place all day and ended at 2:00 

pm for George Neer's homemade ice cream. He had 

two containers of huckleberry, one of strawberry, 

and one of chocolate. He makes the best ice 

cream!!! Mary Shaw furnished cookies. Forty-three 

people came and enjoyed the ice cream. Eleven 

were rangers and camp hosts. The show for the 

evening followed the same 

agenda. Twenty-two played 

or sang. We had a full house.   

The Rangers gave BMOTFA 

a wooden plaque. Michelle 

Hedgepeth sang the hymn. It 

was a great ending to a great 

day. Saturday, July 16: The 

weather since Wednesday 

was very good. Jamming 

went on until the pot- luck time. Dexter and Ruth 

Hodge brought KFC up from La Grande. All the 

wonderful pot luck dishes and the chicken made for 

a great meal. There were fifty-five who attended the 

dinner. Twelve were park staff. We headed to the 

building and our last show at Emigrant for the year. 

We had a ranger ceremony honoring and thanking 

the park staff. We had a full house again. Those 

who played in the shows were: Les & Evelene 

Haynes, Fruitland, ID; Jerry Myer, Midvale, ID, 

Alvin Shaw, Ontario Or, Joan Gray, Hermiston, OR 

; Vic Fussleman, Milton Freewater, OR; Ruby 

Spriggle, Nampa, ID; Michele Hedgepeth, 

Hermiston, OR; Vickie Hagey, Cove OR; Denny 



Langford, Union, Or; Jo Shay, Walla Walla, WA; 

Cheryl Hall, Yakima, WA, Larry Cannon, Cove, 

OR; Kent & Carolyn Craig, Weiser, ID; Bill 

Meyers, Hermiston, OR; Landon Thornburg, 

Meacham, OR; Isaac & Silus Johnson, Pendleton, 

OR; Ruth Hodge, La Grande, OR; Tom Vickroy, 

Walla Walla, WA; Emily Krager, White Salmon, 

WA; Jan Post, Pendleton, OR; Cindy Frick, Union, 

OR; Veronica Mannis, Walla Walla, WA; Joe 

McCutcheon, Milton Freewater, OR; Jody & Alyn 

Domschot, La Grande, OR; Regan Henry, La 

Grande, OR; Shawn Wray, Walla Walla, WA. 

Backups were: Frank Moore, Pendleton, OR; Jackie 

Tolman, Richland, WA; Kevin Hedgepeth, 

Hermiston OR; Joan Myers, Midvale, ID; Carolyn 

Vickroy, Walla Walla, WA. 

Sunday, July 17: Our breakfast potluck was held in 

the community building as Tom and Carolyn 

Vickroy, our newly appointed fried potato chairmen 

(thank you for accepting) needed the big stoves 

grill. The pot- luck was very good. Thirty-three 

attended with six rangers and camp hosts. Everyone 

left with a full stomach.  This year Mary Jane has 

her revised edition of her cook book and served her 

"Pigeon Poop". It was a hit as usual. Jan Post 

danced her dancing doll with fiddle music and 

everyone loved it. We always love the camp out and 

hate to leave friends.  

      We cleaned up, wrapped up, hooked up, and bid 

good-bye after seven special days. It is always such 

a special time together. We hope those of you who 

did not make it this year will start right now to plan 

on coming next year. We thank all of you for 

pitching in and helping to make this event run 

smoothly. We will let you know the dates as soon as 

we find them out from the Park. See you all next 

year!!! 

      Next we are on our way to the Grant County 

Fair and the Nyssa show. 

      Thank you for your support! 

             "Let the music and fiddles ring in 2016" 

                                    Your Friend,  

                                       President 

                                               Denny Langford 

 

WALLOWA COUNTY 

       Hello everyone!  It seems to finally be 

warming up here in Wallowa County!  Just in case 

you haven't made it up here this summer, you'll be 

happy to know that we still have lots of music 

events yet to happen! 

        The Bronze, Blues, and Brews Festival will 

take place in Joseph, 

on August 12
th
 & 13

th
.  

Of course, this is not 

exactly old-time or 

acoustic music, but if 

you're looking for a 

change of pace and a 

lively festival, come 

on up!  For more 

information, see their website at 

http://www.bronzebluesbrews.com/. 

        Dom Flemons, formerly with the Carolina 

Chocolate Drops, will be performing at the OK 

Theater in Enterprise on August 19
th
, from 8:00 to 

11:00 PM.  Flemons is a multi-instrumentalist who 

plays old-time, acoustic style music; he sings, and 

plays banjo, guitar, bones, harmonica, fife, and jug.  

Tickets are $25, and are available on-line from 

Eventbrite.  For more information, see the OK 

Theater website at http://theoldok.com/. 

        The Courthouse Concerts, located at the 

Courthouse gazebo in Enterprise, will continue 

through August 25
th
.  The concerts are on Thursday 

evenings from 5:30 to 7:00.  On August 18
th
, the 

Sagebrush Sisters will be there!  You'll hear cowgirl 

yodeling, sweet harmonies, country swing songs, 

and fiddle tunes!  So bring some chairs and a snack 

and come enjoy the show! 

Juniper Jam will take place at the fairgrounds in 

Enterprise on Labor Day weekend, Saturday, 

September 3
rd

, from 1:00 to 10:00 PM.  Juniper Jam 

is a one day music festival featuring a wide variety 

of music, complete with art, food, drinks, and fun!  

Tickets are $18 at the gate.  For more information, 

call 541-426-3390, or see the Juniper Jam website 

at http://juniperjam.com/. 

 

http://theoldok.com/


       Wallowa Fiddle Camp had a good turnout.  I 

took some flyers that I had made up, briefly 

explaining what our fiddle shows are (not everyone 

knows!), and listing out the shows that are yet to 

take place this year.  I think it's important for all of 

us to reach out to fiddle instructors and schools to 

try to attract young people to the fiddle shows.  

Many people, who have never attended a BMOTFA 

show, really don't know what they are, and don't 

realize that it's something where they could actually 

participate… at any level!  Let's get out there and 

make ourselves known! 

             Wallowa County Director 

                                 Sandi Richerson 

 

MORROW COUNTY 

          I don’t really have 

anything to write.  I’ve 

been chasing cows and 

trying to keep some kind of 

order around here. I hope 

everyone is having a good 

summer.  I hope to get to 

playing music again before 

long.   

Have a great day and play another tune. 

      Morrow County Director 

                  Bob and Judy Stevens 

 

UNION COUNTY 

Hi to all, 

      Reporting from Union County.  We had several 

gals play at the Relay For Life at Pioneer Park, 

those there were Diana, Melody, Margo, Paula, 

Sherry, and Cindy.  Thank you girls. 

       Reporting from the BMOTFA Emigrant 

Campout,  I have no idea even to know where to 

start.  I had the most amazing time.  I cannot 

express the amount of enjoyment of actually getting 

to know these people and learning what their lives 

are all about.  I want to thank each and every one of 

you for sharing and gently pushing me out of my 

comfort zone.  Listening to you all jam and actually 

being part of it made me get past the shy part of my 

personality 

        On another note we had a group participate at 

the Wallowa Fiddle Camp.  Cindy Frick, who 

received a scholarship from the BMOTFA, came to 

camp at Emigrant Springs 

and performed at the 

show.  Thank you, Cindy; we 

appreciate you showing 

gratitude in receiving the 

scholarship.  You did an 

awesome job. 

        It is hot here at Chief 

Joseph Days and Rodeo!  

Until another tune comes to 

mind I will close for now. 

          Union County Director 

                             Vickie Hagey 

Wallowa Fiddle Tunes Workshop 2017 July 9th - 

July 15
th

 is planning to have a Charlie Trump 

Workshop featuring his style of fiddling. Fiddlers 

who were taught by Charlie or may have cassette 

tapes of Charlie's tunes are asked to call Carla 

Arnold at 541-663-0776. 

 

MALHEUR COUNTY 

        Just a note from the East side. We had a great 

show in Ontario. Not too big 

but still great. 

        We thank all who came 

to play and every one that 

helped put on the show 

          We had a great 

supper and there wasn't much 

left to auction off.  Denny 

and Colleen Langford did a 

great job as did Jack and Mary Jane Raymond. We 

thank Evelene Haynes for helping Colleen.  Our 

musicians where  Vince and Doreen 

Bingham,  Garrett Schrool, Les and Evelene 

Haynes,  Don Hammond,  Earl Adams,  Tom 

Vickroy,  Denny Langford,  Kay and Don 

McIntire,  Kent and Carolyn Craig, John 

Moon,  Brian Brent,  Toni Greer,  Arizona 

Kennedy,  Larry Cannon, and  Helen Pearson.  We    

tel:541-663-0776


We ended with all singing and playing “The Old 

Rugged Cross”. 

     We want to thank everybody again and I hope to 

see you all at the Nyssa show August 13th. 

  May God bless you all. 

           Malheur County Director 

                     Vince and Doreen 

 

UMATILLA COUNTY 

       Umatilla County didn’t have any shows in July.  

But the regularly 

scheduled events, we 

supported with a good 

group.   

           The Emigrant 

Springs Camp-out and 

evening shows had a good 

turn out and a good time.  

The weather was great.  

             A quote from 

Mark Twain, “The most important days of your life 

are when you are born and the day you find out 

why” 

     Keep the Rosin on the Causin. 

              Umatilla County Director 

                          Bill and Lorre Meyers 

 

BAKER COUNTY        

         The Baker show 

will be September 10th 

at Settlers Park in Baker.  

They will start serving 

food at 4:00pm for a 

price of $5.00. We will 

start right after dinner at 

6:00pm. I'm just like a 

lot of you, trying to stay 

out of the heat.  I'm not 

having very much luck. Haying season is in full 

swing and I’m glad that's behind me. Nothing is 

going on so I will close for now. 

Baker County Director 

Bob and Jamie Hunt 

 

 

GRANT COUNTY 

      It seems like I barely get one newsletter done 

and it’s time to write another one. 

        The 4th of July has been a good reminder of 

our freedoms we still have!  Let’s pray we can keep 

them for our grandkids. 

         Our group (The Grant County Jammers), 

played on July 3rd in 

Dayville at the park; they 

had a nice parade and car 

show.  Ron Phillips 

supplied the sound system 

for the announcer to use, 

that helped a lot. 

        On July 4th we went 

to Prairie City to their 

celebration. They had a 

nice parade and great fireworks. If you weren’t 

there you missed a great show. 

         We’ve been busy with our jams twice a week 

with a good turnout of musicians. 

          Ron Phillips and I traveled to Burns on July 

22nd to enjoy playing with their players. It was nice 

to see Ruel Teague again.  

          In August, on the 10th through the 13th we 

will be having our Grant County Fair and the 

BMOTFA will be performing on each day. This 

year we will be under the shade trees next to the 

rabbit barn. We won't be sharing the stage with any 

group and will be further away from the carnival. 

Camping areas are available at the Holliday Park. 

Check with the Fair Grounds, there might still be 

spaces in their RV Park and dry camp areas to use. 

We hope to have everyone there! It should be a 

great time and wonderful music.  

Grant County Director 

Carl Stinnett 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 

Denny Evans                       Mary Evans 

Vic Fusselman                    Betty Breeding 

Edith Fusselman                 Marcia Adams 

Bobby Stevens                    Jane Weston 

Jo Shay                                Dexter Hodge 

Ruth Hodge                         Lenora Thomason 

Jan Kelley                           Bethel Croghan 



Wallowa Fiddle Tunes Work Shop 2017 July 9th - July 
15

th
 are planning to have a Charlie Trump Workshop 

featuring his style of fiddling. Fiddlers who were taught 

by Charlie or may have cassette tapes of Charlie's tunes 

are asked to call Carla Arnold at 541-663-0776. 

 

BMOTFA SHOWS 2016 

August: 

10
th

 thru the 13
th
 Grant County Fair, John Day. 

13
th

, Nyssa show, 6:00 pm, supper at 5:00 pm 316 

Good Ave, Nyssa, OR 

20
th

 Elgin Show, 155 N 10
th
 Ave, Elgin, Supper at 

5:00 pm, show at 6:00 pm 

September: 

2
nd

 & 3
rd

 Labor Day weekend jam and shows in 

Sumpter. Potluck and jam Friday evening. Two 

shows on Saturday, at 1 pm and 6pm. All will be at 

the schoolhouse. 

10th Baker Show, 6:00 pm, Settler’s Park on 17
th
 

St. Supper starts at 4:00pm.   

16
th

 Cove Show, Cove Sportsman’s Club. Dry 

camping for RVs at the Cove Sportsmanship Club 

Refreshments at the show only, there are places in 

town for a meal. Cove has two places to eat in town, 

Cove Drive Inn and the Cove Steakhouse and 

Tavern 

17
th

 Rockwall Grange, 71562 Middle Rd, Elgin, 

Supper at 5:00 pm and show at 6:00 pm 

 

All are welcome to join Blue Mountain Old Time 

Fiddle Association for the preservation of traditional 

music.  Please send your membership dues of $10.00 

(for the whole household) to B.M.O.T.F.A.  966 East 

Bryan, Union, OR 97883. Make the check out to 

B.M.O.T.F.A. 

 

Name  

_________________________________________ 
 

 

Name 
__________________________________________ 

 

 

Address 
__________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip 
__________________________________________ 

 

Date ____________ 
 

Phone ____________________________________ 

 

Email: _____________________________________ 
-mail address. 

 

 

 

 

tel:541-663-0776
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 

President: Dennis Langford: 966 E. Bryan, Union, OR 97883 541-562-5055 

Vice-President: Margie Vaughn: 1804 Y Ave., La Grande, OR 97850 541-962-7122 

Secretary/Treasurer: Colleen Langford: 966 E. Bryan, Union OR 97883 541-562-5055 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Baker County: Bob Hunt, PO Box 104, Sumpter, OR 97877 541-403-1949 

Grant County: Carl Stinnett, 302 NW 4
th
, John Day, OR, 97845.541-215-0873 

Malheur County: Vincent Bingham, 311 Reece Ave., Nyssa, OR  97913. 541-372-2835 

Morrow County: Bob Stevens: 54138 Hardman Ridge Rd., Heppner, OR 97836 541-676-5383 

Umatilla County: Bill Meyers, 78914 Quick Road, Hermiston, OR 97838 541-567-6237 

Union County:  Vickie Hagey, 1702 Conklin Rd, Cove, OR 97824 541-910-4458 

Wallowa County: Sandi Richerson, 204 Russell Ln, Joseph, OR 97846, 541-432-0396 

APPOINTED OFFICERS 

Editor: Joan Gray, 78671 Rudder Lane, Hermiston, OR 97838 541-720-6225 jgfiddler@gmail.com 

Store Coordinator:  Judy Stevens, 54138 Hardman Ridge Rd, Heppner OR 97836 541-676-5383 

Historian: Ruth Hodge, 10904 South “E” St. Island City, OR 97850 541-963-6220 

SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS 

Campout Ice Cream Man: George Neer 1601 X Ave, La Grande OR 97850 

Tom and Carolyn Vickroy, Fried Potato Chairmen, 628 Blalock Dr. Walla Walla, WA, 509-525-4053 

Public Relations: Jack Raymond, 421 Hill Lane, Caldwell, ID 83605 208-459-3347 

Media Chairperson: Kevin Hedgepeth, 29759 Bridge Rd, Hermiston, OR 97838 541-297-0050 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


