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Connecting fiddlers - young and young at heart 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

        How many of us sit and ponder? I ponder on 

my morning walks (2 miles every day). When I am 

pondering, I am thinking of something to give at the 

fiddle shows to make people smile and laugh. A lot 

of you ponder and make up a new tune or learn to 

do something with an instrument. I have never had 

that kind of gift.  

           What I would like to say in this article is 

most of the Blue Mountain Old Time Fiddlers I 

know and have known cannot read notes on the 

music page. For those that can read music that's 

great, but the skill in "Old Time" fiddling is playing 

a tune by ear that is a gift I and many others do not 

have. I have seen and heard a lot of fiddlers that 

hear a tune and can play it. Others have to work at 

it. Then, like me, I think I have it, can play it and 

then someone may come up and devastate me by 

saying "That's not the way that goes." Buril Morris, 

an old time fiddler who is in our Hall of Fame, said, 

"When you are playing a tune, that is your tune, 

play it like you play it." I will never forget that and 

it is probably why I am still trying to fiddle. It is 

what kept me going. I have always appreciated him 

for that. Some of us have used "tabs" to learn the 

music, but it is pretty easy to learn and not need 

them anymore. 

         I know people who read music and have it in 

front of them or they couldn't play their songs. If the 

music were to fall their music would stop. I hear 

from a lot of violin players that they marvel at 

fiddle players because they are so good and don't 

need the paper. Some can do both; learn from the 

paper music and be able to play in front of people 

without the paper.  

         The band I play music with "The 

BlueMountaineers", doesn't use music. They have 

paper but it is just the words that are in the songs 

they sing. The music is good, danceable, and nice to 

listen to. 

           I would like to single out Skeeter Johnson, 

from John Day.  Skeeter is a young old time fiddler. 

He plays by ear. He plays the fiddle, guitar, 

mandolin, dobro, bass and sings. What a blessing it 

would be to have the talent this young man, and 

many others who can do this. For those of you who 

have this blessing keep playing and keeping this 

tradition of Old Time 

Fiddling alive. That is 

the purpose of the Blue 

Mountain Old Time 

Fiddlers Association. 

Let's keep the music 

alive and well. 

          Keep up the good 

work in fiddling whether 

you read music or play 

by ear. We need you and your music. We do it to 

have fun and be with friends.  

Thank you for your support in 2015 

         "The music did ring in 2015" 

                                 Your Friend, 

                                      Denny Langford, President  

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

       Vic & Edith Fusselman      Marcia Adams 

       Bobby Stevens                    Margaret Teague 

       Dexter & Ruth Hodge         Betty Breeding 

       Jane Weston                        Marilyn Seegert 

       Lenora Thomason 



WALLOWA COUNTY 

 

        I am pleased to have the dates for the two 

shows in Enterprise for 2016. We are moving the 

shows to the VFW Hall, 800 N River Rd, 

Enterprise. That is just 

up the road from the 

Cloverleaf hall. The 

March show will be 

March 5th and the June 

show will be June 11th. 

We will also continue to 

have the Randy Garnett 

dinner Saturday evening 

before the show and the breakfast Sunday morning 

if enough people sign up for it. We are looking 

forward to this change and hope you will plan on 

being there with us. Please put these shows on your 

calendar now so you will plan to attend.   

            Hope you all have a wonderful 

Thanksgiving! 

               Wallowa County Director 

                                                 Pat Samples 

UNION COUNTY 

Beautiful Autumn! 

         Hi all,  I can say that for me this has been a 

very busy October and I have no idea where it 

went.  Maybe next year I 

will find it, you 

think?  Anyway, looking 

out over the valley and 

seeing the mountains 

brings me back to why I 

live here and I am so 

grateful. 

           The music world 

has slowed down for me 

as time is short and I can't find it.  I know we have 

several who practice together once or twice a week. 

Possibly there are jams at the tavern in Union, 

Oregon happening.  I've been out of the loop so to 

speak.  So if those who are doing little shows 

around the valley, please let me know so I may put 

it here for all to read.  

           Oh, I had an instant message from that long-

lost husband of mine and they are finally headed 

home. I am so excited for the call that says, “Pick 

me up, Babe.”  For those wonder what he does for a 

living; he is a chief engineer on a sea-going 

tug.  The company is an international company so 

that tells all. 

Gorgeous Fall to All 

                     Union County Director 

                                                  Vickie Hagey 

 

UMATILLA COUNTY 

            As usual, hunting season at this time of year 

requires a lot of my time, but the music continues. 

On October 17
th
, 

2015, our group helped the 

city of Arlington with 

festivities in the Park.  

Musicians were: Bobby 

Stevens, Bill West, Jackie 

Tolman, Joan Gray, Frank 

Moore and Bill Meyers.  On 

October 25, 2015, our group 

jammed at Sun Terrace and 

had a pot luck/jam afterwards at Kevin and 

Michelle Hedgepeth’s. 

On October 26
th
, 2015, Frank Moore headed 

south for the winter.  See you in the spring, Frank! 

Life moves pretty fast.  If you don’t stop and look 

around once in a while, you could miss it.  Smell 

the roses and gaze at the stars. 

Keep the rosin on the causin’ 

                  Umatilla County Director 

                                        Bill and Lorre Meyers 

 

 

Melody Huitt has some instruments 

for sale. 

Contact #541-562-1131 
 

 

tel:541-562-1131


 

MORROW COUNTY  

         Here we go again.  I should have this done and 

in the mail!   Oh well.  We haven’t been playing 

much; we did go to Arlington and took part in the 

Octoberfest.  Bill and Barb West and Judy and I 

went from here.  Joan Gray, Bill Meyers, Jackie 

Tolman and Frank Moore rounded it out. We played 

for a couple hours to a good audience, the weather 

was mild and they fed us.  What else could we ask 

for?  

          In between 

hobbling on a sore knee 

and finishing digging 

my spuds, I’ve been 

helping the boys bring 

cattle in and sorting off 

the calves.  I guess I 

help, if you call walking with a cane and getting in 

the way, help. It‘s still kind of fun to be out there 

after all these years. I’ve sort of got them in a spot.  

If they want my camp trailer, they have to put up 

with me. 

           I almost forgot.  On September 25
th
, West’s 

and us drove to Baker City and took in Nellie 

Langlitz 105
th

 birthday party.  What an amazing 

lady.  Les and Evelene Haynes, Bill West, Bob 

Hunt, Denny Langford and I played a few tunes for 

them. 

          Our son-in-law has been over and put some 

roof on the old house.  I just can’t climb up to do it 

any more.  We really appreciate what the kids do.  

Would be a rough world without them.   

           I could ramble on some more, but the clock 

says bedtime, enough. 

           Have a good one and play another tune. 

                     Morrow County Director 

                                     Bob and Judy Stevens 

“Good government is the most dangerous 

government because it deprives people of the need 

to look after themselves.”  Mahatma  Gandhi 

 

 

 

 

 

GRANT COUNTY 

 

        Ron Phillips continues to organize the twice 

weekly jams and they are both enjoyed by many, 

especially the seniors at Valley View.  

        The Johnson clan 

played at a benefit 

fundraiser in Prairie 

City.  An old church there 

is renovating and they are 

doing a vast array of events 

to raise funds to get the job 

done.  They also played for 

the Grant County Stock 

Growers annual meeting. Cricket got a couple of 

songs sung before she retreated to the kitchen to 

help out.  Ron Phillips and Carl Stinnett both played 

at these functions as well. 

         Cricket and Skeeter both have momma dogs 

with a litter of puppies each right now.  Skeeter’s 

six pups are three weeks old and he is just 

beginning to name them, while Cricket’s seven pups 

were all named before they were two days old.  Go 

figure. 

         Ron Phillips and I are meeting soon to discuss 

stage options for the BMOTFA when performing in 

Grant County.  Hopefully we can come up with 

something with more room. 

         Meanwhile there are rumors of a fiddle contest 

for early Fall 2016. I’d like to make contact with 

anyone who has organized a fiddle contest in the 

past.  Would like to glean from what you learned, 

know and any other advice.  Looking to add to what 

Ivan McDaniel taught me. 

         Until later, have a great Thanksgiving with 

family and friends.  If you have neither, you’re 

invited to my house…..just call ahead so I can give 

directions. 

                  Grant County Director 

                                                  Carolyn Stout 

 

 

 



BAKER COUNTY            MALHEUR COUNTY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No news received                 No news received 

Baker County Director      Malheur County Director 

Bob Hunt                       Vince and Doreen Bingham 

 

 

All are welcome to join Blue Mountain Old Time 

Fiddle Association for the preservation of 

traditional music.  Please send your membership 

dues of $10.00 (for the whole household) to 

B.M.O.T.F.A.  966 East Bryan, Union, OR 97883. 

Make the check out to B.M.O.T.F.A. 

 

Name  

_________________________________________ 

 

 

Name 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

Address 

__________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip 

__________________________________________ 

 

Date ____________ 

 

Phone ____________________________________ 

 

Email: 

_____________________________________ 

-mail address. 

New Membership  

 

 

 

BMOTFA SHOWS 2016 

March:   

5
th

, Enterprise show: VFW Hall, 800 N River Rd, 

6:00 pm, Supper at 5:00 pm, by Randy Garnett. 

April: 

May: 

June: 

11
th

, Enterprise show: VFW Hall, 800 N River Rd, 

6:00 pm, Supper at 5:00 pm, by Randy Garnett. 

July: 

2016 Emigrant Springs Campout, July 11th through 

17
th
, Homemade ice cream by George Neer on 

Friday, July 15th 2 pm, Pot luck Dinner Saturday, 

July 16th 12 noon, Pot luck breakfast, Sunday, July 

17th 8 am, Shows all in the Community Building, 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday starting at 6 pm each 

night. Mark your calendars now so you don't 

double date. 

August: 

September: 

Julia Milleson and Cricket, picture by Angie Johnson 
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