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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 July is almost over; it was a very full month for us. 

          Our family reunion was held up Catherine 

Creek for four days on Orrin Lay's 800 acre 

Paradise Ranch. There was no one to bother us. 

This was our 2nd reunion at this location and the 

2nd rattle snake put me on snake patrol. We had 24 

there with 14 that had another family commitment. 

Our two sets of twins were with us. One set is 1 

1/2 years old and the other set is 3 months old. We 

had two other great grands with us,  2 years and 1 

year old. We had a really 

great time.  

          We came off of our 

family reunion 

and restocked our trailer 

and drove to Emigrant 

Springs for our eight day 

camp-out. We acted as 

camp chairmen but we 

had a lot of good "on the 

spot" help. Everyone 

helped. Our Public Relations couple, Jack and Mary 

Jane Raymond, were there when we got there. I 

want to thank Jack for seeing that all the unseen 

things got done. He is an extra miler. Jerry and Joan 

Myers, Les and Evelene Haynes, Earl and Marcia, 

Alvin and Mary Shaw, Max and Betty Breeding 

were all very valuable during the week helping with 

things that needed to be done at certain times.  

          Our camp out was down in number for 

campers and entertainers. We had 12 trailers and 1 

tent camper. We had 7 rangers and 5 camp hosts 

that were all ready and willing to do whatever we  

asked them to do. They all came to all of our 

festivities. We were treated like royalty. There was 

jamming going on every day in the mornings till 

dinner and after dinner till it got dark. Park people 

came and enjoyed the music off and on. We had 

some rain to cool us off and that felt very good. The 

rain put us in the community building for our 

Saturday pot luck and our Sunday pot luck 

breakfast. It was nice because we were close to the 

cooking stove. 

          Thursday's show was a big success. In fact all 

three shows drew a bigger crowd than we have ever 

had there. There was a big full house and lots of 

dancing. I believe every one enjoyed themselves. 

We had sixteen entertainers. Jack Raymond took 

care of the Pledge at each performance and had 

veterans who were there join in leading the pledge. 

Great job.  

          Friday we had the ice cream party with 

George Neer, our ice cream man, who brought up 

four batches of homemade ice cream: chocolate, 

strawberry, vanilla and huckleberry. Talk about 

nice! There was ice cream left over and set out on 

Sunday if anyone wanted it. Mary Shaw furnished 

brownies in celebration of Alvin's 89th 

birthday.  We appreciate George for his help on 

this. We just were finishing and there was a cloud 

burst that sent people to their trailers. Shows how 

good the ice cream was! 

          For the Friday performance we had 12 

entertainers compared to 32 last year. After 

everyone played 3 songs Kent Craig and Joan Gray 

lead everyone in about a half hour of fun. The kids 

and adults enjoyed this.   

          Saturday a lot of folks drove up for the pot 

luck. I want to thank Colleen for preparing the 

meat. She had BBQ pork loin BBQed by Randy 

Garnett, of Enterprise, and London Broil. The pot 

luck food was wonderful. All of it was good. The 

Saturday show brought 15 entertainers compared to 

32 last year. Jan Post, who was camping with the 

"Oregon Trail Travelers", had her dancing doll and 

made a big hit with the kids.  



We thanked the Emigrant Springs park rangers for 

asking us to come (20 years) and they gave us a 

certificate for it.  

          Our Sunday morning breakfast, again held in 

the building, brought 28 from the camp and 5 camp 

hosts. We thank Tom and Carolyn Vickroy for 

frying the potatoes and helping with other things. I 

also thank Joan Myers, Mary Jane Raymond, Jane 

Weston, and everyone else that had a helping hand 

in getting things ready and cleaned up after the 

meal. Both pot lucks were excellent. 

         I thank all for the help with the PA system. It 

is very much appreciated. It takes everyone's help to 

make a fun and entertaining time out of this camp 

out and we thank you all. 

         Entertainers for the week: Les and Evelene 

Haynes, Jerry Myers, Kent and Carolyn Craig, Earl 

Adams, Mark Ludwick, Justin Williams, Alvin 

Shaw, Bob and Joy Moore, Julia Milleson, Joe 

McCutcheon, Jo Shay, Jim Simpson, Bill Meyers, 

Joan Gray, Tom Vickroy, Win Weston, Richard 

Rubicam, Jan Post, June Reynolds, Clyde List, and 

Denny Langford. Backups only: Jim Milward, Joan 

Myers, and Carolyn Vickroy. 

          For you folks that missed this year, you 

missed a great relaxing time playing music, 

socializing, eating and just plain having fun. We 

hope that all of you will plan on being there next 

year. We will keep you informed of the date as soon 

as we find out when it is. Again, thank you 

everyone for a great camp out. 

          I thank you for your support.   "Let the music 

ring in 2015" 

  Your friend,  

                               Denny Langford, President 

 

GRANT COUNTY 

        Reporting in from 

the Alaska Kenai 

Peninsula. It was a 

pleasant 72 degrees 

yesterday. River high but 

it isn't keeping the anglers 

away. I was blessed to see 

a small black bear 

crossing the road as we 

drove home from Seward 

the other night. Also saw 

one moose and a few eagles.  

       Round trip air between Portland and Anchorage 

is $157 with added fees brings it to approximately 

$200. I couldn't pass it up.                                            

Of course it doesn't hurt when one of my daughters 

lives here. 

         Ron continues to provide opportunities for 

musicians near and far. Let’s remember our County 

Fair venue August 5 - 8 and the Central Oregon 

Country Music Gathering at Fairgrounds in 

Prineville July 30 through August 1. This is a 

District 3 OOTFA event. High and Dry Bluegrass 

Festival in Bend August 14, 15, 

          The Fox Church Gospel Jam is Sunday 8/23. 

Grant County Director 

Carolyn Stout 

“Whoever loves much, performs much, and can 

accomplish much, and what is done in love is done 

well." – Vincent Van Gogh 

 

          The fundraiser for Fox the Old Church. The 

Gospel Jam is Sunday 8/23/15 starting at 12 noon 

with a lunch at the old school put on by the Long 

Creek Historical Society.  No charge, this will be at 

donation only. Next will be a short service and the 

history of the Church. We should be Jamming by 

1:00pm till .........  Free dry camping. No water, 2 

outhouses one at the Church and one across the road 

at the School, the better one. No other services 

available in Fox. 

          Thanks, 

Grant County Jammers 

Ron Phillips 

541-575-1927 

 

 

 

 

 

        Thanks to the Blue Mountain Old-Time 

Fiddlers Association for the Scholarship to attend 

the 2015 Wallowa Fiddle Tunes Workshop, in 

Wallowa, Oregon. 

        I took a fiddle class from Isaac Callender in the 

mornings, and attended Band Lab and elective 

workshop classes each afternoon. Evenings were for 

Jamming, or rest.  

         It was a great learning experience. I very 

much appreciated the opportunity to attend. 

         Thank you again! 

                              Mark Ludwick 

 

 

 

tel:541-575-1927


UMATILLA COUNTY 

        June and July were two very busy months for 

music.   

        Frank Moore attended the Weiser Festivities 

and is recovering from replacement knee surgery.  

        From this side of the mountain who attended 

Wallowa Tunes Workshop 

are Carolyn Vickroy, Justin 

Williams and Mark Ludwick.  

Mark Ludwick also took a 

workshop at Moses Lake, 

WA, which was sponsored 

by Washington State Old 

Time Fiddle Association. 

        Emigrant Park campout 

was a great time to see all 

those fold from a long distance away and share their 

talent.   

        Lorre and I stopped in to visit Bethel and 

Tammy Croghan on July 23
rd

.  Also on July 23
rd

, 

our Thursday evening jam had guests from the 

Yakima Bally and the Tri-Cities.  It was a lot of 

good, toe-tapping music. It is always good to have 

visitors show up and add their talent.   

        On July 26
th
, Joan Gray hosted a potluck picnic 

at her home after our jam at Sun Terrace.  We ate a 

lot and played a few tunes. 

   

Umatilla County Director 

Bill and Lorre Meyers 

 

UNION COUNTY 

Hello from Union County, 

       Well, you all know 

what happens this 

month.  The BMOTFA has 

their camp out.  The 

Wallowa Fiddle Tunes 

Camp is going strong.  We 

had several go this year 

from Union County,  let 

me see if I can remember, 

Jeannie Bennett, Diana Davrainville, Melody Huitt, 

Vickie Hagey, Sherry Cadwell, Margo Mack, Paula 

Davenport, and Anna Cavinato.    We also had 

Mark Ludwick, Carolyn Vickroy, Richard Rubicam 

from other areas. We also had a couple more from 

the adult fiddle class in La Grande.  I believe we all 

had a great time.   

I heard we had some stand-ins for Denny this 

month, glad to hear some of you could back him up 

at weekly play spots for him.  

        Ok, so that's about all I know.  If I left 

something out, the let me know, will put it in next 

month. 

                Union County Director 

                                              Vickey Hagey 



       

 

 

MORROW COUNTY 

        Where does the time 

go? Only eight days late. I 

have been so busy trying to 

stay cool and have fun that 

time got away from me! 

        I haven’t played any 

music this month. In fact I 

haven’t done anything but 

stay inside and try to keep 

cool.   

         I haven’t talked to anyone, so I don’t know 

what might be happening.   

        My garden turned out to be a bust this year. 

The rabbits got the first planting. I put up a fence to 

keep them out.  The birds and the heat got what was 

left.   

         I helped move a few cows around a couple of 

weeks ago, then went and picked a few 

huckleberries. They are kind of thin over here. F 

Now I am getting ready to John Day.  I hope it will 

cool off a little.  I killed another rattlesnake last 

evening over at the garden patch.  That’s the most 

exciting thing I have done for quite a while.   

         Play another tune…… 

             Morrow County Director 

Bobby and Judy Stevens 

Remember, a good shepherd shears his sheep, he 

doesn’t skin them. 

 

Thanks for all the years you've sponsored me to go 

to Wallowa Fiddle Camp. It helped me learn about 

real genuine fiddle music. 

Sincerely, 

Justin Williams 



No news received from Malheur, Baker or Wallowa 

Counties 

BMOTFA SHOWS 

AUGUST:  

5-8, Grant County Fair.   Wednesday. 10 am, 3 pm 

and 8 pm, Thursday 11 am & 7 pm, Friday. 3:30 – 

5 & 6:30 – 8 pm, Sat. 3 – 4:30 & 7 – 8:30 pm. 

15 Fireman’s Hall, Elgin, Show at 6 pm 

22, Nyssa Senior Center, 316 Good Ave, Nyssa, 

Show 6 pm 

SEPTEMBER: 

4, 5 Labor Day weekend jam and shows in Sumpter. 

Potluck and jam Friday evening. Two shows on 

Saturday, at 1 pm and 6pm. All will be at the 

schoolhouse. 

12 Baker Show, 4 pm, Settler’s Park on 17
th
 St. 

Meal at the same time.   

18, New Show Scheduled: Elkhorn Grange 

#908, Haines, Oregon, 6 pm, Dinner TBA 

19 Rockwell Grange, 71562 Middle Rd, Elgin. 

Show 6 pm 

 

 

 
 

 

The Peanut Gallery, supplied by Vickey Hagey. 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 

Vic & Edith Fusselman 

Bobby Stevens 

Dexter & Ruth Hodge 

Jane Weston 

Lynn Wilson 

Margaret Teague 

Marcia Adams 

Wayne Mash  

Betty Breeding 

 

 

All are welcome to join Blue Mountain Old Time 

Fiddle Association for the preservation of 

traditional music.  Please send your membership 

dues of $10.00 (for the whole household) to 

B.M.O.T.F.A.  966 East Bryan, Union, OR 97883. 

Make the check out to B.M.O.T.F.A. 

 

Name  

_________________________________________ 

 

 

Name 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

Address 

__________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip 

__________________________________________ 

 

Date ____________ 

 

Phone ____________________________________ 

 

Email: 

_____________________________________ 

-mail address. 

New Membership  
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 
President: Dennis Langford: 966 E. Bryan, Union, OR 97883 541-562-5055 
Vice-President: Margie Vaughn: 1804 Y Ave., La Grande, OR 97850 541-962-7122 
Secretary/Treasurer: Colleen Langford: 966 E. Bryan, Union OR 97883 541-562-5055 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Baker County: Bob Hunt, PO Box 104, Sumpter, OR 97877 541-403-1949 
Grant County: Carolyn Stout, 112 Lamford Road, John Day, OR 97845 541-575-1827 
Malheur County: Vincent/Doreen Bingham, PO Box 236, Adrian, OR 97901 541-372-2835 
Morrow County: Bob Stevens: 54138 Hardman Ridge Rd., Heppner, OR 97836 541-676-5383 
Umatilla County: Bill Meyers, 78914 Quick Road, Hermiston, OR 97838 541-567-6237 
Union County:  Vickie Hagey, 1702 Conklin Rd, Cove, OR 97824 541-910-4458 
Wallowa County: Pat Samples, 710 Samples Drive, Joseph, OR 97846 541-432-3195 
APPOINTED OFFICERS 
Editor: Joan Gray, 78671 Rudder Lane, Hermiston, OR 97838 541-720-6225 jgfiddler@gmail.com 
Store Coordinator::Judy Stevens, 54138 Hardman Ridge Rd, Heppner OR 97836 541-676-5383 
Historian: Ruth Hodge, 10904 South “E” St. Island City, OR 97850 541-963-6220 
SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS 
Campout Ice Cream Man: George Neer 1601 X Ave, La Grande OR 97850 
Public Relations: Jack Raymond, 421 Hill Lane, Caldwell, ID 83605 208-459-3347 
Media Chairperson: Kevin Hedgepeth, 29759 Bridge Rd, Hermiston, OR 97838 541-
297-0050 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


