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Connecting fiddlers - young and young at heart 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

"My Heroes Have Always Been Fiddlers" 

              We all have heroes of one sort or another. 

Their names were never in lights, so to speak. They 

didn't make a lot of money fiddling. They just 

enjoyed fiddling. In fact, they paid out a lot of 

money traveling to Blue Mountain Old Time Fiddle 

Shows so others could enjoy their music. The 

following people are my heroes. These are the 

fiddlers I introduced at our fiddle shows.  I hope 

they are your heroes too.  

Ivan McDaniel, Buril Morris, Charlie and Ella 

Trump, Albert Langlitz, John Croghan, Jim Herd, 

Stan Jackson, Wayne Hamilton, Bill Noble, Jack 

Taylor, Len Samples, Jim Smith, Bob Ledington, 

Bill Cummings, Dorothy Campo, Barney Swan, 

Gifford Hulse, Don 

Hanna, Jim Pollard, 

Amos Fine, Leonard 

Gage, Earl Steelman, and 

Pete Haynes.  

These were good men 

and women, and were 

members of the Blue 

Mountain Old Time 

Fiddlers. I learned a lot 

from each of them, respect them, and miss them. 

They were my friends, my heroes. I treasure the 

memories we have. 

               I had phone conversations with Jane 

Weston and Mary Shaw finding out how each was 

feeling. Hopefully they will continue to improve 

with speed so they can enjoy the fiddle shows this 

year. 

          Our annual meeting is coming up pretty fast. 

If you need rooms at the hotel you should hurry 

(541-562-1200). Call Vickie Hagey if you have any 

questions (541-910-4458). 

  

I thank you all for your support. 

"Let the music ring in 2015." 

Your friend, 

 

President Denny Langford 

 

BAKER COUNTY 

Hi, 

       There is not much is going on around here, just 

waiting for spring. I did 

visit with Alvin and Mary 

Shaw. Alvin was in the 

hospital for a day and 

night last week, but, is 

doing a lot better. Not 

sure what he had wrong. I 

am still trying to get a 

new show put together in 

Baker City in the month 

of September.  I should know more by the time of 

the meeting in April. Hope all is well with all of 

you. 

Take care 

Baker County Director 

Bob Hunt 

 

Watch for us on Facebook.  Just search for Blue 

Mountain Old Time Fiddlers and “like” the site. 

 

tel:%28541-562-1200
tel:%28541-910-4458


GRANT COUNTY 

Mid-winter, beautiful weather and regular jams 

continue.    A few funerals to attend and upcoming 

trips to plan.  Then my mind wanders to my 

submission for the next issue of the Rosin 

Dust.  And I found myself pondering rosin.  I know 

that fiddle players use it on their strings but I 

pondered its origin and other uses.  I found this very 

interesting.  

 In archery, when a new bowstring is being 

made or waxed for maintenance purposes, 

rosin may be present in the wax mixture. 

This provides an amount of tackiness to the 

string to allow a proper release of the 

bowstring making the arrow fly straight. 

 Ballet and Irish dancers are known to rub the 

tips and heels of their shoes in powdered 

rosin to reduce slippage on clean wooden 

dance floors or competition/performance 

stages.  

 It was at one time used in the same way in 

fencing and is still used as such by boxers. 

 Gymnast and Rock climbers use it to 

improve grip. 

 Olympic Weightlifters rub the soles of their 

weightlifting boots in rosin to improve 

traction on the platform. 

 It is applied onto the starting line of drag 

race courses used to improve traction. 

 Bull riders rub rosin on their rope and glove 

for additional grip. 

 Baseball pitchers and ten-pin bowlers may 

use a small cloth bag of powdered rosin for 

better ball control. 

 Fine art uses rosin for tempera emulsions 

and as painting-medium component for oil 

painting. It is soluble in oil of turpentine and 

turpentine substitute, and needs to be 

warmed. 

 Dog groomers use powdered rosin to aid in 

removal of excess hair from deep in the ear 

canal. 

 Some brands of fly paper use a solution of 

rosin and rubber as the adhesive. 

 Rosin is sometimes used as an ingredient in 

dubbing wax used in fly tying.   

I only share this because there might be at least one 

other person out there who did not know of all these 

uses.  I'm going to try it on the handle of my cast 

iron skillet and see if helps me lift it easier.  Or 

maybe that would be classified as weight 

lifting.  Well no matter friction control or weight  

lifting, I can certainly use the help.  Until next 

month, 

Remember the six simple 

rules to be happy:   

1. Love God and "LET" 

Him love you. 

2. Free your heart from 

hatred.   

3. Free your mind from 

worries.  

4. Live simply.  

5. Give more.  

6. Expect less 

 

Grant County Director 

Carolyn Stout 

 

 

Please pray for: 
Vic and Edith Fusselman 

Bobby Stevens 

Ruth Hodge 

Jane Weston 

Lynn Wilson Margaret Teague 

Alvin and Mary Shaw 

Marcia Adams 

Wayne Mash 

Jim and Henrietta Simpson 

Nadine Morris 

 

 

MORROW COUNTY 

         Time for another installment of a never-

ending story.   

        We’ve had spring 

weather most of 

February, temperatures 

in the 40’s and 50’s.  

The plants are starting to 

green up.  Until now, 

then it was 3 degrees this 

morning when we got 

up.  It is supposed to be 

cold for all of next week.  

I guess that is the end of the plants.   

        I am repairing a fiddle for my cousin.  It’s one 

her grandfather had.  She wants it to look decent for 

a wall hanger.  



         Bill West and I got brave last Wednesday and 

played an hour for the residents of Willow Creek 

Center.  I guess we didn’t do too bad, they didn’t 

want us to quit and asked us to come back.  It was 

the first time I had played all winter. 

         Also a reminder.  The Heppner show is 6:30 

on March 14
th

 at the fairgrounds.  And we will have 

the Collin’s gathering that afternoon with finger 

food, music and hot air.  Y’all come. 

          It’s time to take my dog for a run.  She runs 

and I drive the pick-up. Works good. 

         Ran out of story, till next time, let’s hear a 

tune. 

Morrow County Director 

Bob and Judy Stevens 

           I heard that a cow is a machine to turn grass 

into something edible for people.   

“Red Steagall” 

 

UNION COUNTY 

Hey Everyone, 

    Can you believe the weather? 

          It is so great to see what others are doing on 

the BMOTFA Facebook page.  Looks to me that I 

need to get out there more.  Thank you to those who 

share their stories and travels.  I haven’t been out 

there much other than to try and get the shows for 

Union County together.  Wow, it takes time to get 

‘er done.  

         I would like to 

encourage those that 

plan on coming to the 

annual business 

meeting and kick off 

show, in Union, 

Oregon, to pick up 

your phone and call 

me as I do need a head 

count so you all can eat.  My phone is 541-910-

4458.  Will be putting my order for the food in mid-

March, which is just around the corner.  Thank you. 

         Some of us are still taking fiddle lessons.  

Others are getting together when they can.  Please 

know that this music needs to be passed on            

to the younger ones so it is listened to long after we 

are gone. 

           Hope this newsletter finds everyone well or 

on the mend. 

Bless you all in 2015. 

Union County Director 

Vickie Hagey 

 

 

 

 

Malheur County Director 

Vince Bingham 

 

 

UMATILLA COUNTY 

                   February brings a touch of spring. The 

apricot trees are forcing their bud toward the warm 

sunshine, to only get them burned by Old Man Frost 

at night. 

     Joan Gray went to Utah 

and Colorado to visit kids.  

She got to play with a Utah 

Old Time Fiddle group while 

in Provo. Bill Meyers went to 

the south part of Oregon and 

Nevada to work cattle. Some 

people were sick.  February 

was a little short on music and musicians. 

A man was filling out a job application for 

employment.  The first question read, “Have you 

ever been arrested?”  Applicant answered, “No.” 

The second question read, “Why?” 

Applicant answered, “I didn’t get caught.” 

Keep the rosin on the causin. 

Umatilla County Director 

Bill and Lorre Meyers 

 

 

 

Wallowa County Director  

Pat Samples 

 

 

 



 

From the Secretary, 

        It is March already and we need to get the 

memberships paid up for 2015.  If you do not renew 

before the April issue of the Rosin Dust you will not 

have your name in the roster and you will not 

receive the Rosin Dust in May.  Please make the 

Editors job a little easier and send your renewal of 

$10.00 (for the whole household) to 

B.M.O.T.F.A.  966 East Bryan, Union, OR 97883. 

Make the check out to B.M.O.T.F.A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name  

_________________________________________ 

 

 

Name 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

Address 

__________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip 

__________________________________________ 

 

Date ____________ 

 

Phone ____________________________________ 

 

Email: 

_____________________________________ 

-mail address. 

New Membership  

 



BMOTFA SHOWS 

MARCH:  

7, Enterprise, Cloverleaf Hall. 668 NW 1st St, 

Enterprise. Barbeque meal by Randy Garnett at 

5:00pm, Show at 6pm. 

14, Heppner Fairgrounds, 74473 Hwy 74, Heppner 

Show at 6:30pm 

APRIL: 

4, Sno Road Winery Ballroom, 111 W Main, Echo 

(no meal served, food is available at local 

restaurant) 

11, Vale Senior Center 

17, and 18 Union Show and Annual Meeting 

All events held at the Union S.E. Miller School. 

     540 S. Main, Union, Oregon  97883 

Friday: 6:00pm Snacks and Jam session. Snacks 

furnished by BMOTFA. Saturday:  8:00am, 

breakfast for ALL BMOTFA members. Catered by 

Lee Lowe (Remember to bring tip money for Lee) 

10:00am: Annual Meeting for all members. 

PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND 

Noon: Potluck dinner, BMOTFA will furnish meat, 

rolls, drinks and paper works.  Members BRING a 

favorite dish. 1:00pm to 4:30pm: BMOTFA Show 

6:00pm, sponsored by FBLA. Please RSVP to 

Vickie Hagey (541-910-4458) if you plan to attend 

any of these events for a head count for Breakfast 

and Potluck dinner.  Want to make sure everyone 

gets fed. 

25, Stokes Landing Senior Center, 195 NW Opal, 

Irrigon Show at 6pm 

 

 

 

MAY: 

9, Stanfield Senior Center, 225 W Roosevelt, 

Stanfield 

16, La Grande Senior Center, 1504 N Albany St, La 

Grande, Show at 6pm 

JUNE: 

6, 11:30am, Arlington Fishing Derby, at the park 

13, Enterprise, Cloverleaf Hall. 668 NW 1st St, 

Enterprise  Meal 5pm, Show 6pm 

20, Fireman’s Breakfast at Firehall, 10th and 

Baltimore, Elgin 8:00 to 11:00am 

27, Ontario Senior Center, Ontario Show 6pm 

JULY: 

6-12, 2015 Emigrant Springs Campout: Emigrant 

Springs Park. Come in on Monday July 6th. Leave 

Sunday July 12
th

. Ice cream on Friday July 10th at 

2:00 p.m., Pot luck Saturday, July 11 at 12 noon. 

Breakfast pot luck Sunday, July 12 at 8 a.m.  

Shows: July 9, 10, 11 beginning at 6:00 p.m. 

Visiting, jamming all day every day. 

Call early, Denny at 541-562-5055, to let us know if 

you are going to come and the RV you are bringing. 

If you are interested in being the "camp 

chairperson" please call 541-562-5055. 

AUGUST:  

5-8, Grant County Fair 

15, Fireman’s Hall, Elgin. Show at 6pm 

22, Nyssa Senior Center, 316 Good Ave, Nyssa. 

Show 6pm 

SEPTEMBER: 

18, Fort Union Grange, Corner of Gekeler and 

McAllister Ln, La Grande.   

19 Rockwell Grange, 71562 Middle Rd, Elgin.  
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