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Connecting fiddlers - young and young at heart 

 

PRESIDENT”S MESSAGE          

Since the fiddle season is over there is a good many 

of us who are involved in playing at the senior 

centers, assisted living residence, and retirement 

centers. There is no pay, maybe a meal or 

refreshments. The pay we get is a smile, clapping 

hands, a tapping toe or singing along with the tone. 

They say, "please play longer" or "please play 

another song" or "thank you for coming" or "when 

will you be coming back?" or "we can't wait until 

you come back". 

           When I retired, in 2002, a lady sent me a 

letter of congratulations on my retirement and an 

invitation for me to come and play. I called the 

number she had given me and told her that I really 

didn't have time to play at the Senior Center. Then 

curiosity got the best of me and I asked her what 

kind of music did they play? I got a letter back and I 

only knew one song that they played. Then Dottie 

Brown invited me to play with "Dottie Brown and 

Company".  I played music with Dottie Brown and 

Company for 13 years and when Dottie passed 

away, at the age of 94 years young, we formed "The 

BlueMountaineers" and have been playing for 2 

years. Our group has had health problems and other 

things that come up now and then but we keep our 

playing dates we have. 

             I know a lot of our directors and members 

do the same. Playing music is our goal to not only 

entertain ourselves but others. It seems to keep us 

young (or at least young at heart) to keep playing so 

we need to keep up the good work. 

            Colleen and I hope you have a wonderful 

Thanksgiving. This is the holiday that we splurge 

and forget diets and eat all the turkey and other 

good things that is on the table. Being with family 

and friends on this holiday is a great time of year. 

The cooks work for hours and days and set a 

wonderful table and have 

everything just right. Then 

in about 20 minutes it's all 

over and there is a mess to 

clean up. Oh, if there is 

any food left there is 

nothing better than a good 

turkey sandwich, turkey 

soup, Turkey a la 

king later on or the next 

day. Nothing any better. Enjoy your day!  

I thank you all for your support.  

You don't need an excuse to help others. 

  

Denny Langford, President 

 

 

         BAKER COUNTY 

 No news received 

 



  

 

 

 

GRANT COUNTY 

No news received 

 

 

 

MALHEUR COUNTY 

No news received 

 

 

 

 

 

 WALLOWA COUNTY 

No news received 

 

 

 

 

 MORROW COUNTY 

Supper is over and nothing much on the tube and 

really nothing to write about. I haven’t talked to 

anyone lately. The last I heard Nadine Morris was 

having problems with her hand and Jane Weston 

was going for treatments.  Hope they are doing 

better.  I’m still in the holding pattern which I guess 

is good. 

         Garden is over with.  Deer season is done and 

wood is to be brought in. The leaves are about gone 

from most of the trees; have to use the mower one 

more time and I hope that’s done. 

 

The leaves are yellow 

The grass is brown 

For all the good I do 

I just as well go to 

town. 

Have to help with the 

cattle 

Sometimes it gets to 

be a battle 

It’s the time of year 

When people look for deer 

Was several got here this year. 

When it turns cold 

And the nights are long 

We’ll build a fire 

So we don’t catch cold. 

 

       Have to go tomorrow to get our trailer. The 

boys are done with it for another year.  Nothing else 

is going on so will call it quits for tonight 

      Get out the fiddle and rosin up the bow. Start a 

tune and make it sing. 

Morrow County Director 

Bob and Judy Stevens 

When you make an important decision, the best 

thing you can do is the right thing.  Next best is the 

wrong thing and the worst you can do is nothing. 



UMATILLA COUNTY 

September 7
th

 at Tom Hedgepeth Memorial Service 

I missed one back up musician.  It was Frank 

Moore.  How could I have missed Frank’s smiling 

face standing there so somber and stern? 

Agra-Times Northwest Friday October 17
th
 2014. 

Column by Breanna Walker 

When your dimples turn to wrinkles 

And your hair has turned to gray 

And you feel like rip van winkle 

When you rise to face the day 

Then you sometimes start to thinkin’ 

‘Bout the things you’ve learned in life. 

Cause the years ahead are shrinkin’ 

Filled with happiness or 

strife 

There are lots of troubles 

That can plague the 

human race, 

But those will burst like 

bubbles 

With a smile upon your 

face 

You never see the 

shadows 

When you’re looking at the sun 

And dark depression never grows 

When you’re bent on having fun 

So when the race is over, 

And they write your epitaph 

Be sure that they remember, 

You did not forget to laugh!  

By Betty Rayl 

 Keep the rosin on the causin’ 

Umatilla County Director 

Bill and Lorre Meyer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNION COUNTY 

Howdy All from Union County, 

          Can you really believe that winter is on its 

way, with all the beautiful fall colors.  I was just 

thinking how I miss all 

the shows and dreaming 

of the start up of next 

year.  Hope you all are as 

excited as I am.  I am 

practicing new pieces so I 

might be able to shine 

quarter as good as those 

who have been playing 

far longer than I.   

           I have not heard of 

much going on around the fiddling community.  

Diana Davrainville’s Fall Ball Party was cancelled 

due technical difficulties with the septic.  I have 

been keeping in touch with the President Denny 

Langford as he is showing me the ropes on how to 

keep my position as Union County Director.  What 

a riot! 

            I hope to be playing Christmas tunes this 

winter, but still in the Halloween mode.  

            I pray for those who do not have music 

playing in their life.  It has given me such a good 

time and lots of smiles.  

           Well, can’t think of anything else to take up 

space here, other than my husband, Jack is finally 

due home in about 3 weeks.  Surprised, yep I am 

married and he is here and there. 

Happy Halloween Everyone 

TRICK or TREAT 

Union County Director 

Vickie Hagey 

Please stay tuned for 

announcements of shows 

scheduled for 2015 



 

Please pray for: 
Vic Fusselman 

Bobby Stevens 

Ruth Hodge 

Jane Weston 

Lynn Wilson 

Margaret Teague 

Alvin and Mary Shaw 

Marcia Adams 

Robert Waldron 

Diana Davrainville 

Sherry Cadwell 
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Did you ever wonder about the riddle 

What kind of spirit lives in a fiddle 
Well, its old Satan, right there a waiting 

Or are you tuned with the angel band 

Well, you back up and push 

Back up and push 

Back up and push 
Back off of sin and let Glory in 

You can’t go wrong singing this song 

Back up and push away 

Now back up and push. 

If you let the devil, play on your senses 

Prepare to suffer the consequences 
The foolish measure of the worldly pleasure 

Can only drag you to the roaring fire 

Well, you back up and push 

Back up and push 

Back up and push 
Back off of sin and let Glory in 

You can’t go wrong singing this song 

Back up and push away 

Bill Monroe - Back Up And Push Lyrics | MetroLyrics
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 
President: Dennis Langford: 966 E. Bryan, Union, OR 97883 541-562-5055 
Vice-President: Margie Vaughn: 1804 Y Ave., La Grande, OR 97850 541-962-7122 
Secretary/Treasurer: Colleen Langford: 966 E. Bryan, Union OR 97883 541-562-5055 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Baker County: Bob Hunt, PO Box 104, Sumpter, OR 97877 541-403-1949 
Grant County: Carolyn Stout, 112 Lamford Road, John Day, OR 97845 541-575-1827 
Malheur County: Vincent/Doreen Bingham, PO Box 236, Adrian, OR 97901 541-372-2835 
Morrow County: Bob Stevens: 54138 Hardman Ridge Rd., Heppner, OR 97836 541-676-5383 
Umatilla County: Bill Meyers, 78914 Quick Road, Hermiston, OR 97838 541-567-6237 
Union County:  Vickie Hagey, 1702 Conklin Rd, Cove, OR 97824 541-910-4458 
Wallowa County: Pat Samples, 710 Samples Drive, Joseph, OR 97846 541-432-3195 
APPOINTED OFFICERS 
Editor: Joan Gray, 78671 Rudder Lane, Hermiston, OR 97838 541-720-6225 jgfiddler@gmail.com 
Store Coordinator::Judy Stevens, 54138 Hardman Ridge Rd, Heppner OR 97836 541-676-5383 
Historian: Ruth Hodge, 10904 South “E” St. Island City, OR 97850 541-963-6220 
SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS 
Campout Potato and Ice Cream Man: Dan Hall, 2175 S 63rd Ave, Yakima, WA 98908 509-966-0572 
Public Relations: Jack Raymond, 421 Hill Lane, Caldwell, ID 83605 208-459-3347 
Media Chairperson: Kevin Hedgepeth, 29759 Bridge Rd, Hermiston, OR 97838 541-297-0050






