
 

 

Rosin Dust 
Blue Mountain Old Time Fiddlers Association 
Connecting fiddlers  -  young and young at heart 

 

BMOTFA 2012 SHOW SCHEDULE AND OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST 
 

Be sure to watch for new events, additional information, and changes to scheduled events. 
 

Admission to shows is normally $5.00 but present your BMOTFA 2012 membership card for a $1.00 
discount.  Youngsters age 12 and under always get in FREE! 
 

It is almost 2012 so it is time to renew your membership. 
 
July 9-13, 2012 Wallowa Fiddle Tunes Workshop.  Most folks set up camp on Sunday. 
July 9-15, 2012 Emigrant Springs campout.  This year you can set up your camp on Monday! 

Dec., 2011 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
As we close out November the passing of our fiddle 
and banjo player, Gifford Hulse of Elgin, saddens 
us.  He was a long time member of the BMOTFA 
and a member of Mae & the Boys.  (See obituary)  
We send our sympathy to Mae and his family. 
 
We need to keep Pat and Margaret Faro of La 
Grande, in our thoughts and prayers.  Pat had 
surgery on Wednesday in Boise.  They are long time 
members and supporters. 
 
On the music trail Nancy Bruce, Union County 
Director has been singing and playing guitar with 
Dottie Brown and Co. when they play in Cove for 
the Senior meals.  She is doing a great job and the 
crowd enjoys her singing.  We appreciate her 
willingness to help. 
 
Colleen wants to remind all that it is time to renew 
your memberships.  Just fill in the membership 
coupon and send it with $8.00 to Colleen Langford, 
966 East Bryan St., Union, OR 97883.  The earlier 
you do this the easier it is for the Rosin Dust Editor 
to get the roster ready for 2012. 
 
By the time you get this Rosin Dust Thanksgiving 
will be over and we will be in the month of Decem-
ber.  The year of 2011 is almost over and I feel it 
went pretty fast.  This is my last "President's Mes-

sage" of the year.  I appreciate the executive board, 
appointed officers, special appointed, and board of 
directors.  They have worked hard this past year to 
keep the music in their county.  It is such a pleasure 
to work with all of you.  Thanks for the good work. 
 
I thank all of you.  The members and spectators 
who support us and come to the fiddle shows.  We 
are looking for a bang up fiddling, singing and 
picking 2012.  Make plans to come to as many 
shows as you can. 
 
I want to close by Colleen and I wishing you all a 
very Merry Christmas and a great and prosperous 
New Year. 
 
May we all have good health and stay in tune.  We 
did "carry on the tradition" in 2011. 
 
Your Friends, 
 
Denny & Colleen Langford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Baker County News 
No news received. 
 
 

Grant County News 
 
Thanksgiving for 2011 will be history when this reaches 
you, but is still taking place as I write this.  It seems only 
fitting to give credit to the God who was the foundation 
our great country was built upon.  "He who offers a 
sacrifice of thanksgiving honors Me; and to him who 
orders his way aright I shall show the salvation of God." 
Psalm 50:23, New American Standard Bible 
 
Jim Johnson and granddaughter Katie have been bless-
ing senior citizens with music and song during the senior 
center lunch hour.  Hap Mcleod has been visiting with me 
about a larger, covered stage for performances in Grant 
County.  I will have more information on this as the winter 
progresses. 
 
It is my hope and prayer that you have a joyous holiday 
season honoring God with your gift of music.  Whether 
you are a musician or not, consider giving the gift that no 
one else can give, “your time”.  Most people would rather 
have time with you, rather than stuff.  I challenge you to 
see how many ways you can accomplish this in the 
month of December.  It is not an easy thing to do and 
that’s why it’s priceless.  
 
 
Carolyn Stout 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Malheur County News 
 
Hello from the East side.  I'm sorry I 
don't write very often but today I'm 
going to break the ice.  
 
We had our 60th wedding anniversary 
Oct 15th and our Granddaughter 
Amanda Bingham, who lives in 
Sturges, Kentucky, wanted to be 
married on that day because she said 
she wanted her marriage to last that 
long also.  So we flew back to Ken-

tucky to celebrate our 60th with her wedding.  We flew 
first to Chicago where Doreen’s Brother is and we stayed 
over night there.  Then he drove us 360 miles to Sturges.  
We ate and talked all the way.  Our daughter, Lorene 
Kyser, went with us and it was a God send because 
Doreen and I would more than likely still be in Boise 
trying to figure out where to take our shoes off.  It sounds 
like a joke but I’m serious (HA).  
 
We had a great time and returned home safe and sound.  

 

We still play for dances three nights a week: Wednes-
days at the Payette Senior center 6-9pm; Fridays at the 
Caldwell Senior Center; 2nd & 4th Saturdays at the 
Homdale Senior Center.  1st Saturday of every month at 
the Nyssa Senior Center all Dances are 6-9pm.   
 
We want to thank the Gem State Fiddlers for all the time 
they spend at all the day care centers.  Without them 
there wouldn't be much music in the valley.  
 
Till we meet again may God bless us all and let us play 
our music. 
 
Vince and Doreen Bingham  
 
 

 
Morrow County News 

 
Whether we like it or not winter is here!  I’m not ready for 
it but bring it on; there is no time like the present.  A 
couple inches of snow and 12° this morning, life is great. 
 
I’ve got my farming done for the season.  Got enough 
wood and the freezer is stocked.  Guess we are ready. 
 
Still no real news, we haven’t been playing any music.  
Got to get that changed soon.  Working doesn’t do much 
for my hands. 
 
We did hear that Maggie Collins is to be Fair queen for 
Morrow County Fair.  She is deserving of that honor.  
Congrats to the Collins family.  I hear they will have a 
coronation sometime in March and will want some music.  
When I find out more, I will let you know. 
 
Hope everyone has way too much to eat Thanksgiving 
Day.  We’ll catch the turkey, clean him up and roast his 
gizzard; he probably has it coming. 
 
Around the barn, through the corral, down the alley, and 
under the fence the turkey runs and hides.  I’m hungry 
and tired but the axe is sharp.  
When I catch him, he’s going for a 
ride.  I look high and low, where did 
he go?  Another session like this 
and I’m headed for the store.  A 
turkey like that with a brain the size 
of a pea, has again eluded little ole 
me! 
 
Happy Thanksgiving and play 
another tune, 
 
Bob & Judy Stevens 
 
The English language has some real names for groups of 
animals.  A pack of lions is a pride.  There is a murder of 
crows, a school of fish, an exaltation of larks, and a 
parliament of owls.  Then there is the baboon, the loud-
est, most dangerous and aggressive of all primates.  A 
group of baboons is called a Congress.  Enough said. 



 

 

Umatilla County News 
 
November 18 Robert Emert organized a group of us to 
provide entertainment for the Stanfield FFA banquet.   
 
Thanksgiving history: Abraham Lincoln issued a Thanks-
giving proclamation Oct. 3, 1863 and set aside the last 
Thursday of November as the National Day for Thanks-
giving.  Congress passed it into law Dec. 26, 1941. 
*The heaviest turkey on record was 86 lbs. 
*A 15 lb. Turkey has about 70% white meat, 30% dark 
meat. 
*Turkey has more protein than chicken or beef. 
*Turkeys will have 3500 feathers at maturity. 
*Male turkeys gobble; hens do not.  They make a clucking 
noise. 
*Turkeys have heart attacks if extremely startled by loud 
noise. 
*Benjamin Franklin wanted the turkey to be the national 
bird of the United States. 
*The annual Macy’s Thanksgiving Parade tradition began 
in the 1920’s. 
 
Have a great holiday season. 
 
When the wind changes direction 
there are those who build walls and 
those who build wind mills. 
 
Keep the rosin on the causin. 
 
Bill & Lorre Meyers 
 
 
 
 

Union County News 
No news received. 
 

Wallowa County News 
No news received. 
 
 
 

Editor’s In Box 

 
Thank you all for your prayers for Valerie.  She is 
doing well, thanks.  And one more prayer request 
for my daughter Rita Mason whom is facing the 
biggest battle of her life.  She has been diagnosed 
with Cervical Cancer Stage four, but with your 
support and most of all prayers we can beat this.  
Thank you members and families of the B M O T F 
A.  God Bless and Happy Holidays. 
 
Manny and Valerie, Baker City Or  (541)523-3492 
 
 
 

Gifford S. Hulse - 1922-2011 
Article from the La Grande Observer Nov. 3rd. 

 
Gifford Scott Hulse, 89, of Elgin, 
died Oct. 31 at his home. Viewing 
will run from 4 to 6 p.m. Friday at 
Daniels-Knopp Funeral, Crema-
tion & Life Celebration Center, 
1502 Seventh St. in La Grande. 
A graveside service will be held 
at the Elgin Cemetery at 9 a.m. 
Saturday. A memorial service will 
follow at the Elgin Christian 
Church at 10 a.m. 
 
Gifford was born Sept. 9, 1922, 
the son of Hugh Clifton and Edna 
(Scott) Hulse in La Grande. He 
graduated from La Grande High School and attended 
Eastern Oregon University before enlisting in the U.S. 
Army where he trained as a sniper and worked as a radar 
repairman.  
 
He married Betty Jane Hug on Oct. 5, 1942, in Coeur 
d’Alene, Idaho. After his honorable discharge, they made 
their home in Elgin. 
 
Gifford farmed, owned and operated his own charter 
flying service and worked for Boise Cascade loading and 
unloading log trucks until his retirement. Betty preceded 
him in death in August 2003. 
 
On Oct. 24, 2004, he married Mae (Hulburd) Wart in 
Elgin. He was a member of the Elgin Christian Church. 
He played virtually all stringed instruments including 
fiddle, violin, guitar and also harmonica and accordion. He 
dubbed his style of music “Humpty Didley!” He was a 
member of the Grange and the Blue Mountain Old-time 
Fiddlers and was a life member of the NRA. He enjoyed 
guns, flying, drawing and woodworking. 
 
Survivors include his wife, Mae Hulse of Elgin; children, 
and their spouses, Ellen Green of Elgin, Rita and John 
Morrison of Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, Julia and Art Aylsworth 
of Yakima, Wash., Carolee and Paul Ratzlaff of Orland, 
Calif., and Jesse and Vanda Hulse of Simi Valley, Calif.; 
son-in-law Russ Green; stepdaughter and her husband, 
Aleta and Skip Melville of Enterprise; sister, Ruth Corriell 
of La Grande; brother, Lloyd Kermit Hulse of Portland; 16 
grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; and other rela-
tives. 
 
He was also preceded in death by his parents.  
 
 
 

Christmas Gift Ideas 
 
If you give a boy a fiddle, he will be glad you did.  But also 
include a mute, and give all the boy’s family members 
earplugs.  They will be glad you did. 
 



 

 

INSTRUMENTS FOR SALE: 

• Ben Haynes #9 fiddle 

• vintage Castar de Salo violin 

• Two student fiddles 

• Alvarez bluegrass banjo with hard case. 

Jerry Kiesecker at 541-263-0222 in Milton-Freewater 

Please pray for: 
 
Marcia Adams 
Ken and Patty Elder 
Pat & Margaret Faro 
Mae Hultz 
Fran Judd 
Jerry Kiesecker 
Rita Mason 
Harry Noble 
Don and Vadna Norton 
Buelah Rittle 
Garry Rumsey 
 

The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 

man availeth much.     James 5:16 

 
 
 

Fiddle Acquisition Story 
By Dennis Coelho 

 
In the 70's I was doing string repairs for large music 
store in Indiana.  A fellow comes in with a bunch of 
violin parts in a shoe box.  Said his uncle had taken 
apart the wife's fiddle but then both had died and 
there was just parts: top, back, sides, fingerboard, 
etc.  He asked how much to put it together?  I 
figured about two weeks work and quoted a price.  I 
can't afford that he said.  How much you give me 
for the parts?  I had $14 in my wallet and I needed 
$2 for lunch.  I offered him the $12.  He took it.  I 
put the box on a shelf and forgot about it for three 
years.  Eventually, I put it all together and played it 
in a couple of contests and made back my money.  
Moved west.  At a contest, a woman came up and 
offered to swap fiddles.  I liked the sound of hers 
and she liked the look of mine, so we traded.  My 
daughter used it all through school. 
 
The woman eventually sold mine to a fellow for 
$350, and he used it to win the state fiddle contest 
three times.  I eventually accepted an offer for 
$2500 (that's two thousand-five hundred) for the 
one I took in the trade. 
 
Editor’s note: This was posted on Fiddle Hangout 
(http://www.fiddlehangout.com/topic/24600) and 
reprinted by permission. 
 
 
 
 

LOST STRAD 
 

There is a lengthy article about violins made by the 
famous Antonio Stradivari (1644-1737).  Reprinting 
permission was not allowed, but you can read it 
online at 
http://www.cigaraficionado.com/webfeatures/show/
id/1581 
 

The article includes an astonishing story of the loss 
and recovery of a "Red Diamond," a 1732 Strad that 
radiates a special glow due to the extraordinary 
ruby-colored varnish Stradivari had applied to it. 
 
 

Tom and Carolyn Vickroy 



 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES NOTICE 
 
To renew your membership in the Blue Mountain Old 
Time Fiddlers Association please fill out the coupon, cut 
it out along the dots, and mail it with your check made 
out to BMOTFA for $8.00 to: 
Colleen Langford 
BMOTFA Secretary & Treasurer 
966 East Bryan 
Union OR 97883 
 
We need to mail a minimum of 200 pieces to use non-
profit bulk mailing permit.  Please keep our dues low by 
renewing now.  Keep your Rosin Dust coming.  Dues 
are only $8.00 per household.  One membership in-
cludes your entire family. 
 
Please send your check and the coupon CLEARLY 
PRINTED with your name, address, phone number with 
area code, and email address. 
 

Please DO NOT send the renewals to the 
editor.  Send to the secretary (Colleen). 
 
We appreciate your promptness.  Thank you. 
 
Colleen Langford 

 
BLUE MOUNTAIN OLD TIME FIDDLERS 

Please print clearly 
 
Name ___________________________________ 
 

 Fiddler    Accompanist    Associate 
 

Name ___________________________________ 
 

 Fiddler    Accompanist    Associate 
 
Address _________________________________ 
 
City _________________________   State _____ 
 
Zip Code _____________  Date ______________ 
 
Area code ______   Phone __________________ 
 
Email: ___________________________________ 
 
     New Membership         Renewal 

IF YOU MOVE and do not inform the editor of your 
new address, your Rosin Dust, being bulk mail, will 
never be forwarded.  Because we request return 
service, it will be “returned to sender” at a cost of 
44 cents which BMOTFA pays for.   
 
If you submit a change of address with the Post 
Office, your new address will be marked on the 
returned news letter.  If so I will update the mailing 
list and the following month resume mailing the 
Rosin Dust to you.   
 
If you do not submit a change of address, your 
name will be permanently deleted from our mailing 
list. 
 
If you are “TEMPORARILY AWAY” your name is 
flagged in our mailing list and you will NOT receive 
another Rosin Dust until you inform me that you 
are back home.  This is your responsibility. 
 
 
 

Articles and photos for the Rosin Dust are wel-
come, especially during the winter months when 
there are no shows that the directors report on.  
However, if there is not enough room in I may hold 
material until another issue. 
 
The deadline for submissions is the 24th of the 
prior month.  Please submit articles by email to: 
richard.rubicam@gmail.com 
If you have to mail your article by US Post Office, 
then allow at least two business days for delivery 
to: 
Richard and Karen Rubicam 
2539 9th St. 
Baker City, OR  97814 
 
541-523-3721 
 
 
 
 

 
So many tunes and so little time! 

 

Editor’s Bulletin Board 



 

 

 

Blue Mountain Old Time Fiddlers Association 
ROSIN DUST EDITOR 
2539 9th St. 
Baker City, OR  97814 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 
President: Dennis Langford: 966 E. Bryan, Union, OR 97883     541-562-5055 
Vice-President: Margie Vaughn:  1804 Y Ave., La Grande, OR 97850     541-962-7122 
Secretary/Treasurer: Colleen Langford: 966 E. Bryan, Union OR 97883     541-562-5055 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Baker County: Bob Hunt, PO Box 104, Sumpter, OR 97877    541-894-0053 
Grant County: Carolyn Stout, 112 Lamford Road, John Day, OR 97845     541-575-1827 
Malheur County: Vincent/Doreen Bingham, PO Box 236, Adrian, OR 97901    541-372-2835 
Morrow County: Bob Stevens: 54138 Hardman Ridge Rd., Heppner, OR 97836   541-676-5383 
Umatilla County: Bill Meyers, 78914 Quick Road, Hermiston, OR 97838    541-567-6237 
Union County: Pat & Nancy Bruce, P.O. Box F, La Grande, OR 97850    541-562-5050 
Wallowa County: Pat Samples, 710 Samples Drive, Joseph, OR 97846     541-432-3195 
 

APPOINTED OFFICERS 
Campout Chair: Bob & Jamie Hunt, PO Box 104, Sumpter, OR 97877     541-894-0053 
CD Coordinator: Darrell Barnard, 48563 McCarty Bridge Rd, North Powder, OR 97867  208-371-9378 
Editor: Richard Rubicam, 2539 9th St. Baker City, OR 97814         541-523-3721 
Historian: Marcia Adams, 547 SW 3rd St., Ontario, OR 97914     541-889-6747 
Store Coordinator:Judy Stevens, 54138 Hardman Ridge Rd, Heppner OR 97836    541-676-5383 
 

SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS 
Campout Potato and Ice Cream Man: Dan Hall, 2175 S 63rd Ave, Yakima, WA 98908  509-966-0572 
Campout Assistant Ice Cream Lady: Kathy Caldwell, 10808 Shady Lane, Pasco, WA 99301  509-542-1640 
Campout Cinnamon Rolls: Ronda Thornburg, PO Box 35, Meacham, OR 97859     541-983-2233 
Cookbook Coordinator: Mary Jane Raymond, 421 Hill Lane, Caldwell, ID 83605     208-459-3347 
Public Relations: Jack Raymond, 421 Hill Lane, Caldwell, ID 83605      208-459-3347 
Traveling Custodian/Janitor: Don and Kay McIntyre, 733 Sunset Dr., Ontario, OR 97914  541-889-4771 
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